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The Ottawa New Edinburgh Canoe Club, 1942-1956 

Alan McCullough 

 

The war years were difficult ones for the club although membership was high. Both the CCA and 

the ODLTA ended competition at the senior level in 1942 and ONECC withdrew from most 

inter-club competition. C.E. Mortureux retired as commodore in 1946. Although tennis 

recovered quickly after the war, paddling did not and in 1956 ONECC dropped out of 

competitive canoeing.  

1942 - Early in the spring of 1942 the board discussed the clubôs options. With $25 in the 

bank, money owing, and members leaving to join the armed forces, prospects were not 

encouraging. Reducing or ceasing operations for at least a year was considered. One plan was to 

have the Navy rent the clubhouse and have the club continue to operate the tennis courts. When 

the Navy turned down the proposal, four members put up $100 each to pay off taxes and the 

water bill to get the club operating.1 The club launched an advertising campaign to bring in new 

members. It touted itself as the place for ñmodern young people who like outdoor activityò with 

four new badminton courts, nine tennis courts, canoeing, boating, and sailing, an Olympic diving 

tower and a sunbathing float. The clubhouse had a comfortable lounge and dining room, a first 

class ballroom, and spacious verandahs. It was located on the Ottawa River a ñvery short walk 

from the O.E.R. car stop.ò Visitors were invited to the opening dance on 3 June with Mac 

Turnerôs Orchestra. Tennis memberships with all privileges were $16.00, couples memberships 

with tennis privileges were $26.00, a regular membership was $6.00, and a junior membership 

was $5.00. Special rebates were available for members of the armed forces.2  

A meeting of the Northern Division of the CCA on 11 April decided to carry on with divisional 

regattas but recommended that the CCA regatta be suspended. The division planned to focus on 

juvenile competition for paddlers who were too young to join the armed forces. Most of the 

northern clubs had had some juveniles in training and competition in 1941; at ONECC about 20 

juveniles had competed in 1941 and it was assumed that the number would increase if the focus 

was on juvenile paddling.3 In May the CCA voted to suspend its national regatta in 1942 

although it planned to continue to operate as an organization with an emphasis on juvenile 

competition. Church Rice of the Toronto Sailing and Canoe Club succeeded Eric Roy as 

Commodore and Cecil Powers was elected Rear Commodore.4 

Although ONECC, Rideau, and Carleton Place announced that they would carry on, the 1942 

paddling program was very limited. In what was described as ñan effort to keep the paddling 

sport alive,ò ONECC held a closed regatta on 4 July. It included junior singles, senior fours and 

menôs war canoe races and a mixed tandem and mixed war canoe race as well as a ócatch the 

duck race.ô A proposed inter-city meet fell through but ONECC, Rideau and Carleton Place 

continued to paddle and on 15 August the three clubs met at ONECC. CPCC won easily with 44 

points to ONECCôs 21.5 and Rideauôs 9.5. The events were all classed as junior, juvenile and 

open. Jim Lancaster of CPCC was the most successful paddler, winning the junior and juvenile 

singles and, with Buse, won the junior tandem. He was also captain of CPCCôs winning four. 

Kaufman and Crowe of ONECC won the open tandem and Kaufmanôs crew won the open fours.5 
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In mid-August Bill Westwick who wrote for the Journal, quoted Commodore Mortureux as 

saying ñCanoeing, like many other sports, has suffered from the advent of the motor car. Years 

ago one thought nothing of óshooting the Blancheô on a weekend.ò óShooting the Blancheô 

involved starting at the clubhouse, paddling to Masson, up the Lievre to the Dodge Lake portage, 

four miles above Poupore Falls, through Dodge, Green, Grand and McGregor Lakes, then down 

the Blanche to East Templeton and back to the clubhouse. The 60 mile trip with 11 portages 

would be done between 2 PM on a Saturday and 7 PM on Sunday night. The enthusiasm for such 

trips seemed to have gone and people strapped their canoes to a car and drove to the lake.6 

In 1942 James A. Fitzpatrick produced ñOttawa 1942 War 1812ò as part of his The Voice of the 

Globe series. The short film included about 90 seconds of colour footage shot at ONECC 

showing two war canoes racing, pleasure canoes, and the large swimming float and its five level 

diving tower. If the film is at all accurate, the club remained a popular rendezvous during the war 

and its membership was considerably younger than it was in the early years of the twenty-first 

century.7 

 

1. Screen Capture from James Fitzpatrick, "Ottawa 1942 War 1812." 

Membership in Ottawa tennis clubs remained steady or rose during the war; ONECCôs 

membership campaign brought in 470 new members bringing its total membership for the year to 

725.8 Tennis was less affected than competitive paddling because many tennis players were 

women, or men too old to join the services. Wartime restrictions on gasoline limited car travel 

and encouraged Ottawans to join clubs which were accessible by public transit. A shortage of 

tennis balls as a result of rationing of rubber was a serious problem for all clubs. When the 

ODLTA met in June to arrange for the seasonôs inter-club play there were not enough 

applications to set up Section A. Section B included only four clubs, Britannia Boating Club, 

Lakeside, Tel Aviv and Victoria. Section C included nine clubs: Laurier, St. Josephôs, Tel Aviv, 

and Victoria in group 1 and Experimental Farm, Britannia Boating Club, Lakeside, Rideau 
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Aquatic Club, and Stewarton in group 2. The three big clubs, Ottawa, Rideau, and ONECC, with 

more than 1000 members among them, decided not to engage in inter-club play in order to make 

court time and tennis balls available to their members. Ottawa and Rideau did enter teams in the 

juvenile league along with Tel Aviv and Elmdale.9 

Tennis began late in April and by the first week in May the Citizen reported that Tom Bates, 

Betty Cracknel, Adrienne Larose, Cup McCreery, Wally Perkins, Arlette and Elaine Pelletier, 

Doug Ralston, and Mr. and Mrs. Fred Weatherhead had all been on the courts getting in shape 

for the upcoming tournament. Gordon C. Lewis was in charge of tennis and Commodore 

Mortureux, 65, had been for his first swim in the Ottawa River.10  

By the end of May ONECC had 10 tennis courts and two badminton courts in play. The 

provision of badminton courts may have been a response to the shortage of tennis balls. The 

clubôs tearoom opened and on 3 June the club was opened to 400 members and guests with a 

dance featuring Mac Turnerôs orchestra. Doreen Graham, who had been named club hostess, and 

Norman Fishbourne, chair of the entertainment committee, welcomed the crowd.11 

Nothing is known of the 1942 tennis season at ONECC; there is not even a record of the club 

champions. Nevertheless the 1942 season was judged a success. At 725 club membership was at 

a record high and the club showed an operating profit of $3500.00. Bill Westwick of the Ottawa 

Citizen noted that other clubs had enjoyed similar growth and speculated that the clubs had 

benefited from the influx of war workers to whom the clubs offered an accessible social setting 

as much as an athletic experience.12 

At its annual general meeting reports from various committees were made following dinner; the 

House Committee reported that a new recreation room and new motor boat slips had been built. 

The executive, Mortureux, Powers, and Wilson, was re-elected and, in lieu of a board, a board of 

trustees was elected. This included Col. R.M. Courtenay, C. McCreery, Kendall McNeil, and 

W.H. OôHalloran. The board of trustees was given power to appoint additional members to fill 

vacant offices; the existence of vacant offices at a time when the club had a record membership 

is probably an indication of continuing problems.13 

1943 ï C.E. Mortureux was re-elected on 14 April along with C. Powers and J.R. Wilson. 

There was a substantial turnover in the general board with seven members retiring, six staying 

on, and four new members ï C.H. McCreery, W.H. OôHalloran, S. Hobart, and R. McCarthy - 

joining the board. The executive decided that the club would focus on entertainment, aquatic, 

and social activities in 1943; the number of tennis courts which would be opened for play would 

depend on the availability of tennis balls. At the time the executive met it was estimated that 

about 100 to 200 dozen tennis balls would be made available for Ottawaôs 25 to 30 clubs. This 

was equivalent to about 20% of the balls which had been used in the 1940-41 season. There was 

some hope that a small quantity of rubberless ñVictoryò balls would be imported from the United 

States.14  

In the spring of 1943 the Rideau Club lost its clubhouse. The water, which had been left in the 

canal over the winter, was drained from the Rideau Canal before the ice melted. At the ice settled 

it caused the Rideau Aquatic Clubôs clubhouse to collapse forward into the canal.  In April of 

1944 the club announced it would disband; its racing canoes were sold and the clubhouse was 

demolished. Even as it was announced that the club was disbanding, members were making 

plans to revive it and relocate to Mooneyôs Bay at the end of the war.15 
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The CCA met in Ottawa early in May and elected W.H. óBillô Nickle of the Grand Trunk 

Boating Club commodore; Cecil Powers was elected vice-commodore. The association 

membership agreed to continue operation at the divisional level but, for the second year in a row, 

would not hold the national regatta.16 Although both ONECC and the Rideau Aquatic Club were 

at the CCA meeting and indicated that they would carry on with activity in the Northern 

Division, there is no record of open or closed regattas in Ottawa in the summer of 1943.  

Tennis continued but most activity was at the club level. The ODLTA organized inter-club play 

at the junior level but only a few clubs ï Ottawa, Elmdale, Rideau, Tel Aviv, and Laurier entered 

teams.17  No evidence has been found of tennis at ONECC in 1943 and there is no record of club 

champions; nevertheless, at the annual meeting the secretary-treasurer reported that the club was 

in good financial shape despite the difficulty of securing tennis balls.18   

 

2. Boathouse from the swimming float before water levels were raised. ONEC Archives 

1944 ï The year began with news that the supply of tennis balls to the Ottawa area would be 

greatly increased. At ONECC the swimming float and diving tower were in place by early May. 

The club officially opened its season with an ñat homeò and dance on 20 May; about 250 

members turned out. Cecil Powers and George Boivan organized a mixed doubles round robin 

for about 50 players. Connie Blythe and Bill Heward were the winners. Although he was not 

identified as a member of the executive, Major A.R. Armstrong was in charge of tennis with the 

assistance of Powers, Boivan, Larry Osberg and Arlette Pelletier. Many of the Burgôs courts 

were reconditioned early in the season.19  

On 4 June Mayor Stanley Lewis unveiled an honour roll of 144 men and women, members and 

former members, who had joined the armed services. Paying tribute to the Ottawa New 
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Edinburgh Canoe Club for its contribution to the armed services, Mayor Lewis said ñClubs such 

as this are great aids and encouragement to clean and vigorous manhood and womanhood.ò Six 

ONECC members ï Clifford Challis, Robert Gray, Alan Hague, William Hulse, Donald 

McKenna, and J.D. Shanahan had been killed. Edward Likeness and Leonard McCann were 

missing. McCann, a Pilot Officer in the RCAF, was subsequently confirmed as killed. A 

Lancaster bomber pilot, he died in a raid. Likeness, a fighter pilot, survived the war. In addition 

to being a member of ONECC, he had played with the Ottawa Rough Riders and the Gladstone 

Football Club.20 

 

The ODLTA began to organize late in May although inter club-play did not begin until July. 

Play was organized into senior and junior (under 18) sections. The senior section was divided 

into Eastern and Western groups with ONECC, Ottawa, RCAF at Rockcliffe, St. Josephôs, 

Stewarton, and Tel Aviv in the eastern group and Elmdale, Ottawa Civic Hospital, Ottawa Car 

and Aircraft, River Park, St. Georgeôs, and St. Patrickôs in the western group. Rideau, ONECC, 

and Elmdale had teams in the junior section. No trophies would be awarded in the senior section 

but the W.A. Steele trophy was to be awarded in the junior section. The season, from 5 July to 

the first week in August was shorter than it had been before the war. There were said to be over 

30 clubs with 5000 members in the city so it is clear that many clubs did not participate in the 

ODLTA.21   

 

ONECC entered one team in the senior section and one in the junior. The senior team included 

Gilles Bourdon, Ruby Carr, Andre DôAoust, Arlette Pelletier, Cecil  Powers, Edith OôHalloran, 

Rex St. George, and Marjorie Wood; the junior section included Rita Boisvert, Gertrude 

Gaboury, Barbara Hill, Johnny McCuiag, Pierre Mercier, Pauline Seguin, and Hubert Trudel. No 

record of the winners in either section has been found.22 Nor has a record of ONECC club 

champions for 1944 been located. 

 

Paddling remained at a low ebb. Rideauôs withdrawal from paddling left only ONECC and 

CPCC as active clubs in the Northern Division. On 22 July ONECC held its annual regatta; only 

club members took part. Approximately 300 spectators watched Harvey Clifford* win five out of 

nine events. Races included junior events, open events and mixed events for men and women. 

Following the regatta it was announced that ONECC would send its 18 man junior crew to the 

Cartierville Canoe Club regatta.23 With eight clubs competing, the Cartierville regatta was won 

by the Radisson club from Three Rivers; the ONECC team failed to place in any of the 11 

events. Cecil Powers who had accompanied the team to Cartierville described the regatta as the 

teamôs first real paddling since 1941. In 1943 there had been hardly a half dozen paddlers at 

ONECC but in 1944 there were over 100 new paddlers.24 

 

1945 - Although the war in the Pacific continued into August there was a small revival of 

paddling and tennis in the summer of 1945.  Tennis began the second weekend in April and at 

ONECC six courts were in play - Rita Boisvert, Giles Bourdon, Helen Brash, Andre DôAoust, 

Roger Hamel, Elaine Jamieson, Guy Laframbroise, Claire Larose, Johnny McCuaig, Cecil  

Powers, and Aurele St. George were on the courts.  Early in May the ODLTA announced that it 

would operate both a senior and junior tennis loop in 1945 as it had in 1944. Each team would be 

                                                 
* Harvey Clifford and his brother, John, are better known as skiers.   
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allowed two class ñAò players who would only be allowed to play in doubles. The ODLTA 

would also operate an Open Wartime Invitation Tournament using ONECC, Ottawa, and Rideau 

courts.25  

 

Twelve teams including Britannia Boating, Elmdale, Ottawa Car, Civic Hospital, St. Georgeôs, 

OTC, St. Josephôs, Experimental Farm, ONECC, Stewarton, and Tel Aviv took part in the senior 

league. ONECCôs senior team included Gil Bourdon, Ruby Carr, Gertrude Gaboury, Gilbert 

Jolicoeur, Edith OôHalloran, Adrienne LaRose, Ruth Latimer, Albert óBertô Parent, Arlette 

Pelletier, Redmond Quain, J. Rinfret, J.J. Sarra-Bournett, Aurele St. George, Jean Villeneuve, 

and Mrs. Fred Weatherhead, The junior team included some members of the senior team ï 

Redmond Quain, Jr., and Gilbert Jolicoeur, as well as Gerry BrindôAmour, Barbara Hill, Frances 

Marshall, Hammie Quain, Isabell Smith, and Shirley Stotesbury.26 The results of the ODLTA 

inter-club play are not known. 

 

Gilbert Jolicoeur won the ODLTA menôs junior singles on the ONECC courts in August. He had 

played for Rideau in 1943 but by 1945 he was one of ONECCôs best young players. He 

apparently had membership in both the Rideau club and in ONECC and when he won the title 

again in 1946 he was playing for Rideau. He won the title a third time in 1947. In 1947, 1948 

and 1949 he won the intermediate menôs doubles championship playing with John Blackburn 

and in 1950 he won it with John McQuaig for ONECC. He also won doubles ONECC club 

championships with Blackburn in 1947 and McQuaig in 1950.27  

John Blackburn, who often partnered with Jolicoeur, played junior tennis for the Victoria club in 

1942. By 1947 he was representing ONECC in the ODLTA intermediate tournament and, with 

Gilbert Jolicoeur of Rideau, he won the menôs doubles. He and Jolicoeur took the intermediate 

title again in 1948 and 1949.  He also played in with ONECCôs Section A team which won the 

city title in 1947. He won the ONECC menôs singles title in 1952 and shared in the menôs 

doubles in 1947, 1951, and 1952. By 1954 Blackburn was playing in the senior ODLTA 

tournament for Rideau.28  

With the Rideau Aquatic Club still out of action, inter-club paddling opportunities in Ottawa 

were limited. In April  Cecil Powers announced that an invitational regatta would be held at 

ONECC in July. It was expected that clubs from Quebec, Toronto, and Carleton Place would 

participate. This regatta did not come off but there were some local regattas. The CCA met in 

Ottawa on 12 May and elected L.B. Johnston of Toronto Island as commodore. In recognition of 

the important role that juvenile paddlers had played during the war, the CCA decided to abandon 

the intermediate paddling class and establish a permanent juvenile class for paddlers 17 years of 

age or under. Juniors would be for 18 and under.29  

 

Carleton place held a ñfriendlyò regatta for juvenile and junior paddlers on 4 August. CPCC won 

the event taking 23 points; ONECC took 22. In juvenile singles ONECCôs Smith placed third. In 

junior singles ONECCôs Shea and George took first and second. Sly and Lavigne from ONECC 

came second in the juvenile tandem and Sheaôs crew won the junior fours. Slyôs crew came third 

in the juvenile fours. Clifford and St. George and Shea and Batt took first and second in the 

junior tandem. CPCC won the juvenile war canoe race and ONECC won the junior war canoe. 

ONECCôs juvenile war canoe crew was: B. Shea, stroke, G. Walsh, F. Aubrey, P. Sly, C. Juneau, 
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G. Letellier, Mercier, G. BrindôAmour, L. Doucett, V. Lavigne, L. Smith, E. St. Jacques, Daoust, 

Parent, Cecil Powers, Captain. The junior war canoe was: B. Shea, stroke; J. Clifford, Walsh, P. 

Sly, Garland, Y. Sarra-Bournett, R. Lite, L. Doucet, Bourdon, Bott, B. St. George, Mike Hughes, 

J. Daoust, A. Daoust, Cecil Powers, Captain.30 A week later Carleton Place came to ONECC; 

ONECC won the regatta, taking five of eight events. Bob Baxter, who had not paddled at 

Carleton Place, won the juvenile singles and was captain of the juvenile fours and the juvenile 

tandem. Bob St. George won the junior singles and was captain of the winning junior fours. 

ONECCôs junior war canoe won its race with Eric Roy in the stern.31  

ONECC finished up its own tennis season late in mid-September; Ruby Carr won the womenôs 

singles and, with Aurele St. George, the mixed doubles. Gilles Bourdon won the menôs singles; 

Yves Sarra-Bournett and Andre DôAoust won the menôs doubles event.32 

Charles Moruteux was re-elected commodore at the annual general meeting on 22 September. 

Two new members, Harold Wayland and Bugs (possibly Buzz) McCarthy joined the board; H. 

St. Jacques and Keith Rocque retired. Cecil Powers reported that the clubôs membership had 

reached a new high and that the financial position was better than it had been for many years.33 

1946 ï Tennis and paddling returned to near pre-war levels in 1946 although the Brantwood 

and Britannia paddling clubs never reorganized and some tennis clubs which had been a product 

of wartime conditions went out of existence. The revival of the Rideau Aquatic Club was the 

most significant development for the future of paddling. At a meeting at the Belle Claire Hotel a 

committee consisting of Frank Amyot, Fred Brown, Harry Butler, Harry Bourassa, Ken 

Strougler, Ed Lavally and Louis St. Denis and Johnny Veit was formed to re-organize the club as 

the Rideau Canoe Club. Twenty-two of the 29 men attending the meeting were former 

servicemen. Until 1948 when it acquired a site at Mooneyôs Bay, the club operated out of huts at 

Lansdowne Park.34 

The ONECC executive met in March and authorized the purchase of additional racing craft as 

well as an increase in the flotilla of pleasure canoes. The executive also began planning for the 

social season including regular week-end trips down the river.35 Early in the season the club 

applied for a liquor licence. In arguing for the licence Henri St. Jacques remarked that a resident 

of Rockcliffe who ñcontrols a very powerful organizationò had circulated a letter charging that if 

a licence was granted ñéall sorts of debaucheries would result, and that Rockcliffe girls would 

be attacked on the dark streets.ò St. Jacques argued that there had always been clandestine 

drinking on the ólower deckô of the club and that the board was applying for the licence so that it 

would have the power to expel members who drank illegally. He stated that only 100 of the 

clubôs 750 members were under 21 and that licenced drinking would be confined to the óupper 

deckô and that youngsters would not be allowed on it. Judge Robb, who was chairing the hearing, 

stated that there had been many letters opposing the application and some of them were from 

members of the club. Cecil Powers responded that the members identified had not taken an 

active interest in the club for many years; Rattray Wilson stated that the objections came from 

ñépeople who have not looked into the matter thoroughly.ò The Village of Rockcliffe had 
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supported the application but in the face of vocal opposition had withdrawn its support and as a 

result the Federal District Commission withdrew its support.36 When a new lease was signed in 

1956 it continued to have a provision that there was to be no liquor on the premises.  

 

In May Dr. F.H. Gisborne, one of the founders of the Ottawa Canoe Club died. He was a former 

Deputy Minister of Justice and an outstanding figure in the Anglican Church. Two of his sons, 

Frederick and Reg had been leading paddlers in the 1910s and 1920s.37   

 

The CCA met in Ottawa in May and 

elected W.G. Cleevely of 

Chateaugay commodore. The 

meeting agreed to resume the 

national championships which were 

awarded to Otterburn on the 

Richelieu River. It confirmed that the 

intermediate paddling class would be 

replaced with a juvenile class for 

paddlers 16 years of age and under. 

All races for this group would be a 

quarter mile without a turn. The 

position of a paddler, whether sitting 

or kneeling, was made optional.38 In 

Ottawa, the Rideau Canoe Club 

opened the paddling season with a 

closed regatta on 22 June. A week 

later it hosted and won an open 

regatta on the Rideau Canal course at 

the exhibition grounds. It was a close 

fought regatta with Rideau taking 33 points, CPCC 32, and ONECC 28. ONECC had three first 

place finishes ï the juvenile fours, H. Provost, C. Burroughs, C. Richer, and L. Smith; junior 

singles, Bob St. George; and juvenile singles, L. Smith. A week later Carleton Place won on its 

home course taking seven firsts and 42 points; Rideau took 32 points and ONECC, 19. Bob St. 

George took ONECCôs only first place finish in the junior single. On 20 July ONECC hosted the 

Northern Division trials. CPCC finished first with 37 points edging out Gananoque with 36. 

Rideau took 32 and ONECC trailed with 13. Rideau won the mile and half mile war canoe 

events; CPCC won the juvenile war canoe.  ONECC had two wins, L. Smith in the juvenile 

single and the juvenile fours with Smith, Richer, Burroughs and Bergeron paddling.39  

 

The top three finishers in each event at the ONECC regatta were eligible for the CCA regatta at 

Otterburn on 3 August. Over 350 paddlers from 17 clubs paddled. The Eastern Division had the 

best of it, taking 59 points, the Western Division took 45 and the Northern Division, 16. ONECC 

took 10 points and tied for fifth place with Excel; Carleton Place was in seventh place with six 

points. Leo Smith of ONECC won the juvenile single and he and Claude Richer won the juvenile 

tandem; Johnny Muff of CPCC won the senior singles race. Rideau suffered a major 

disappointment in the half mile war canoe race. The race was started three times due to fouls. In 

one abandoned race, Rideau was leading and within 50 yards of the finish when the race was 

3. Claude Richer (ONECC), Glenn Robb (Rideau), Leo Smith 

(ONECC) Ross Hadwen (ONECC) Source:ONEC Archives. 
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halted although no club was penalized for the foul. In the final running of the race Rideau failed 

to place. There were also complaints about the layout of the course and the use by some 

competitors of platforms in their shells to increase their leverage.40 

 

Claude Richer and Leo Smith were ONECCôs leading paddlers over the next decade and Richer 

placed third in the CCA junior single-blade singles in 1953. Like many paddlers, Richer was a 

skier and in 1950 he represented Canada at the world cross country championships in Finland. In 

1951 he was Canadian national cross-country champion and was awarded the Julien Trophy as 

the top French-Canadian athlete in Ontario and western Quebec. In 1952 he represented Canada 

at the Oslo Olympics.41  

 

Later in August Rideau and ONECC combined to send 

a group of 20 paddlers to the American Canoe 

Association championships at Sugar Island. The plan 

was for club members to paddle in their individual 

colours in the small boat events but to combine for the 

war canoe races. No report on this regatta has been 

found.42  

 

The ODLTAôs inter-club play was organized as senior, 

intermediate and junior sections. Although no trophies 

were awarded, the Ottawa Citizen reported club 

standings as of 6 August 1946. In the senior league 

Ottawa had 23 points, St. Josephôs 22, ONECCC 16, 

Britannia 14, Tel Aviv 13, and Civic Hospital 9. Ruby 

Carr, Andre DôAoust, Keith Martindale, Wilf Maxwell, Hal Pritchard, Pierre Proulx, J.J. Sarra-

Bournett, Arnold Tedford, Jean Villeneuve, and Gwen Wood, played for ONECC's senior team. 

For the intermediate league the standings were Elmdale 19, Britannia 17, Ottawa 17, Civic 

Hospital 15, Lakeside 14, ONECC 13, Experimental Farm 12, OCSRA 12, St. Georgeôs 9, St. 

Josephô 9, Stewarton 8. The junior league standings were ONECC 17, Rideau Blues 14, Ottawa 

12, Rideau Whites 9 and Elmdale 9.43  

 

The Canadian junior championships were played on the Rideau courts in July and an Ottawa 

Tennis Club player, Patricia Lowe won the girlôs championship. Miss Lowe was a daughter of 

Lillian Wattsford, a former ONECC star.44 A month later she went on to win several titles in the 

ODLTA junior championships which were played at ONECC. Shirley Stotesbury of ONECC 

defeated the number one seed, Rita Boisvert, also of ONECC, but then was defeated by Patricia 

Lowe in the final match for the womenôs singles. Miss Lowe also won the girlsô singles, the 

junior womenôs doubles with Joan Ferrier, and the junior mixed doubles with Hamilton Quain. 

Gilbert Jolicoeur, playing for Rideau, retained his singles title and the Quain brothers, Redmond 

and Hamilton, both of Rideau, won the menôs doubles.45  

 

After 21 years, Charles Mortureux retired as commodore at the club annual general meeting in 

September 1946. He was succeeded by Cecil Powers, who had been vice-commodore since 

1937. J.R. Wilson who had been second vice-commodore for many years also retired although he 

retained a position as club engineer. There was also a substantial change on the general board 

CCA Championship, 1946 

Otterburn Park 

Division  East North West 

Radisson 29 

Toronto   21 

Island Aquatic   17 

Lachine   11 

Excel  10 

ONECC  10 

Balmy Beach   7 

CPCC   6 

GTBC  4 

Cartierville 3 

Quebec  2 

Totals  59 16 45 
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with C.H. McCreery, R.F. Driscoll, and T. Bates returning to the board and R.J. McCarthy, J.F. 

Smith, C. Taylor, Hal Pritchard, and J.J. Sarra-Bournet joining it for the first time. Henri St. 

Jacques was named counsel for the club. At the meeting a note was burned and the club became 

debt free for the first time since the clubhouse was built. The City of Ottawa presented Leo 

Smith and Claude Richer with crests in recognition of their victories at the CCA championships 

and Ruby Carr presented the club tennis trophies: Arletette Pelletier, womenôs singles; Yves 

Sarra-Bournett, menôs singles; and Jean Villeneuve and Arnie Tedford, mixed doubles.46 

 

Bill Westwick of the Ottawa Journal wrote an appreciation of Mortureux:47 

 

 
 

In December Mortureux also retired as president of the Ottawa Ski Club. He died 8 February 

1947.48  

 

1947 ï During the winter, repairs were made to the clubhouse bridge. The ONECC executive 

met in March to plan the coming season and to allocate responsibilities among the executive. 

Tom Bates took on tennis and R.J. McCarthy handled paddling. Shortly after this meeting the 

club received permission from the Federal District Commission permission to install floodlights 

on the tennis courts.49  

 

The Northern Division met in Ottawa in April and established dates for divisional regattas; it 

also agreed to support Rideauôs application to hold the CCA regatta at Mooneyôs Bay. Cataraqui 

and Temiskaming were reviving their paddling programs with the result that there were six clubs 

in the division.50  Carleton Place held the first regatta of the season and won it handily, taking 

seven firsts and 42 points to Gananoqueôs 39, Rideauôs 12, and Timiskamingôs 2. CPCC won all 

three (juvenile, half mile and girlôs exhibition) war canoe races. ONECC failed to score a single 
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point. Although ONECC was slated to hold a regatta on 12 July, no report of it has been found. 

There is a report of a club regatta at Rideau on 12 July. That this was held on the date that 

ONECC was supposed to hold a divisional regatta, suggests that the ONECC regatta was 

cancelled. A newspaper report on 5 July stated that ONECC paddlers were practising in 

preparation for Northern Division championships at Gananoque on 19 July. ONECC sent George 

Boivan, John Clancy, Cecil Comrie, Bob Cusson, Bernard Garand, B. Hornsby, C. Juneau, G. 

Letellier, John Lamontagne, Carrol Laurin, Ray Jolicoeur, óBuzz McCarthy (coach), Pete 

Mercier, John Smith, Jim Rotar, J.C. Richer, F. Thebarge, Leo Smith, G. Walsh, Ivan Wilson, 

and S. Wellman to compete at Gananoque plus 50 to 100 supporters.51 The results were 

disappointing. ONECC placed fourth with seven points gained by Richer and Smithôs win in the 

junior tandem and Smithôs second place finish in the junior single. Gananoque finished first with 

53 points, CPCC was second with 44 and Rideau was third with 10. Timiskaming took 5 points 

and Cataraqui none.52 

 

In 1947 the CCA selected Mooneyôs Bay 

as a permanent site for its annual regatta. 

Three thousand spectators watched more 

than 400 paddlers from 15 clubs from 

Quebec City to Winnipeg. The Radission 

club, which had won in 1946, withdrew 

at the last minute and Toronto Island 

won the regatta by a wide margin. 

Although Toronto won the burgee, clubs 

from the eastern division took more than 

half of the total points. Carleton Place 

took seconds in the senior and juvenile 

fours and thirds in the senior singles and 

tandem. Gananoque had a second and a 

third in the war canoe races. ONECC and 

Rideau failed to score a point.53 

    

The CCA regatta was combined with the trials for the 1948 Olympics. Doug Bennett of Excel 

won the single-blade singles Olympic berth. The double-bladed and the 10,000 m Olympic 

events were held on the Sunday after the CCA regatta because the Olympics required double-

bladed events to be paddled in a sitting position while the CCA paddlers favoured a kneeling 

position. Paddlers from Gananoque won both the 10,000 m double-blade tandem and the double-

blade-single. In the 10,000 m single-blade tandem an Excel crew won easily.54  

 

The ODLTA met in April and decided to restore the pre-war structure of inter-club play with 

junior, intermediate and senior championships and competition in A, B, and C sections. Matches 

in A section would consist of three menôs singles and two womenôs singles. The league decided 

to continue its affiliation with the Quebec Tennis Association. W.F. Lothian was re-elected 

president; J.J. Sarra-Bournett was ONECCôs representative on the board and Aurele St. George 

was chair of the playing committee. The meeting decided to continue encouraging youth 

participation by making 29 memberships available for free to high school juniors; Elmdale and 

ONECC were mentioned as having been active in encouraging youth participation.55 

CCA Championship, 1947 

Ottawa, Mooneyôs Bay 

   East North West Wpg 

Toronto Island    35 

Lachine   21 

Excel   20 

Grand Trunk  10 

Balmy Beach    9 

Cartierville  5.5 

Quebec   5 

CPCC    5 

Gananoque   3 

Otterburn  2.5 

Winnipeg     2 

Chateaugay  1 

Toronto    1 

Division Totals  65 8 45 2 

 



 

1942-1956   12  

 

ONECC had three tennis courts in play in the first week of May, 1947. The canteen was open, 

Mrs. Lamke had been re-engaged as club-manager, and Tom Bates was chair of the tennis 

section. ONECC entered a team in A section of the ODLTA as did Rideau, Ottawa, and St. 

Redempteur. B section included ONECC, Britannia Boating Club, Elmdale, Ottawa, St. 

Josephôs, Tel Aviv, and Stewarton. C section had 10 teams and was divided in two: Ottawa, Tel-

Aviv, ONECC, St. Josephôs and RA formed the eastern group; St. Georgeôs, Civic Hospital, 

Lakeside, Britannia and Experimental Farm formed the western group.56 

 

ONECC won its opening match in A section against St. Redempteur and went on to win the A 

section title. ONECCôs A team included: John Blackburn, Ruby Carr, Andre DôAoust, Arlette 

Pelletier, Harold Pritchard, Yves and J.J. Sarra-Bournett, and Shirley Stotesbury.57 St. Josephôs 

won B section and the RA won C.58 

The ODLTA intermediate championships, which had not been played since 1941, were played 

on ONECC courts at the end of August. Rita Hartney of St. Josephôs won the womenôs 

intermediate singles and, playing with Bea Carroll, the womenôs intermediate doubles. Barney 

Lawrence of Rockcliffe defeated Andre DôAoust of ONECC to win the menôs singles and John 

Blackburn (ONECC) and Gilbert Jolicoeur (Rideau) won the menôs doubles.59 

 

After a six year suspension the Masson Cup for menôs single handicap play was revived in 1947. 

Playing at the Ottawa Tennis Club, Yves Sarra-Bournet of ONECC defeated Bill MacCrae of 

Lakeside to take the cup, the oldest tennis trophy in regular play in Ottawa.60   

 

ONECC began its own club championship tournament on 25 August and the prizes were 

awarded at the annual meeting in September. Yves Sarra-Bournett won the menôs singles, Lise 

Boivan the womenôs singles, J. Blackburn and G. Jolicoeur the menôs doubles, Ruby Carr and 

Shirley Stotesbury the womenôs doubles and Arlette Pelletier and Y. Sarra-Bournett the mixed 

doubles.61 

 

Yves Sarra-Bournett and his older brother, Jean Jacques, were ONECCôs most successful male 

tennis players from 1945 until the early 1950s.  Yves was playing as a junior for the Laurier club 

in 1942. In 1943 he was playing for Rideau and by 1945 he was playing for ONECCôs senior 

team and, with Andre DôAoust, won the ONECC menôs doubles championship. In 1945 he was 

ranked ninth among Ottawaôs male players. In 1946 and 1947 he won the club singles 

championship and in 1947 he won the Masson Cup. 62 From at least 1949 he also had Rideau 

club membership and it is not always possible to tell from newspaper reports which club he was 

representing. The same is true of his brother, Jean-Jacques. J.J. Sarra-Bournett played for 

ONECCôs senior team in 1945. He won the ONECC singles championship and the ODLTA 

intermediate singles championship in 1949; playing for Rideau in 1953 he won the ODLTA 

senior singles championship.63  
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4. ONECC's Section A team and ODLTA Champions, 1947. Left to right ï Tom Bates (Manager), J.J. Sarra-

Bournet, Andre DôAoust, Harold Pritchard, Yves Sarra-Bournett, Ruby Carr, and Shirley Stotebury. Arlette 

Pelletier and John Blackburn are missing. Source: Ottawa Citizen, 27 August 1947. 

1948 ï   About 150 members attended the annual general meeting held in September of 1947 

Cecil Powers was re-elected commodore, Chester óCupô McCreery was elected vice-commodore, 

and G.E. Boivan was elected second vice-commodore. Tom Bates, a long time board member 

took over as the tennis chairman.64  

In April of 1948 Earl Hanlon was elected president of the ODLTA; he succeeded W. Fergus 

Lothian who had been president for six years. Reports on the past year noted that the district 

program had been returned to the pre-war arrangements with senior, intermediate and junior 

competition events and leagues for inter-club team competition. The trophies for 1947 winners in 

Sections A (ONECC), B ((St. Josephôs), C (RA), and the junior sections (Rideau) were presented 

to club representatives. The meeting also drew attention to the success of junior development 

program which was credited with bringing six titles to Ottawa over eight years in the Quebec 

championships. An article in the Ottawa Citizen in 1949 focussed on the junior program at 

Rideau which had enlisted 217 players between the ages of 6 and 18. In addition to teaching the 

juniors to play tennis the program gave them experience in organizing a tennis organization. The 

program was so successful that it was being adopted by other Canadian clubs.65  

An article in the Ottawa Journal shed some light on the hierarchy of clubs in Ottawa and on the 

role of the Rideau Tennis Club. Rideau took the view that competitive tennis in Ottawa could not 

produce players of the Davis Cup level. It frequently sent players lacking in competition 

experience to ODLTA district play so that they would gain experience. Rideauôs top players 

were more likely to play in the senior championship competitions and in regional or national 

competition. Rideau also maintained a membership in a Montreal based league. Many of the best 

players in other Ottawa clubs also had memberships in the Rideau club to take advantage of the 

higher levels of competition. The article identified Quain, Blackburn, Sarra-Bournett, Jolicoeur, 
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and Duford as players who were on the way up. With the exception of Duford, all of these were 

players who were, or had been, ONECC members.66  

In July the Journal published a list of the best players in Ottawa: they were not eligible to play in 

the intermediate championships;67  

Men     Women 

Don McDiarmid, Rideau  Betty Snell, Rideau 

Maurice Tabet, Rideau  Vera Lewis, Rideau 

Edgar Murphy, Rideau  Sonia Swift, Rideau 

Eddie OôHara, Rideau   Desiree Keating, Rideau 

Art McKnight, Rideau  Dorothy OôBrien, Rideau 

Bob Duford, Rideau   Aline Blackburn, Rideau 

Gaetan Valois, Rideau  Mrs. Rita Hartney, St. Josephôs 

Kushwani Singh, Rideau  Ruby Carr, ONECC  

Dick Cherry, Rideau   Adrienne Larose, ONECC 

Dr. J.D. Babbitt, Rideau  Mrs. Lorna Rice, Ottawa 

Eddie Condon, Rideau  Mrs. E. Sprung, Ottawa 

Lt. Col. R.H. Winters, Rideau   

Gordon Shorter, Rideau   

William Craig, Rideau 

Lucien Lecompte, Rideau 

Charles Leroyer, Rideau 

Andre DôAoust, Rideau 

Dr. Harris Crowson, Civic Hospital 

Yves Sarra-Bournett, St. Redempteur 

Gerald Lafortune, St. Redempteur 

B. Lawrence Rockcliffe 

 Edgar Barrett, Ottawa 

  

In August Barney Lawrence, who was identified as both a Rockcliffe and a Rideau club member, 

defeated Jean-Jacques Sarra-Bournett of ONECC to win the Masson Cup for the menôs singles 

handicap. Lawrence had a minus 15 handicap and Sarra-Bournett had a plus 15 handicap.  In 

advancing to the finals, Sarra-Bournett had defeated his brother 

Yves who had a much higher handicap.68 

ONECC entered teams in Sections B and C of the ODLTA 

leagues in 1948 but not in Section A. Section C was divided into 

an eastern and western section; ONECC was in the eastern 

section with Bedard, RA, St. Redempteur, St. Josephôs, Tel Aviv 

and Buckingham. ONECCôs C team, which included Gerry 

BrindôAmour, Ann Budreo, R. Decosse, E. Jamieson, Jean 

Rinfret, and Bill and Jean Schneider, won the section title. 

ONECCôs B team included Tom Bates, Ann Budreo, Elmer 

Budreo, Ruby Carr, Eleanor Jamieson, and Arlette Pelletier; it 

was defeated by Britannia Boating Club for the Section B title. 

Rideau won Section A.69  

5. ONEC Archives 
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Gilles Bourdon won the 1948 ONECC singles championship and, with John McCuaig, the menôs 

doubles. Ruby Carr defeated Lise Boivan to win the womenôs singles; she and Arlette Pelletier 

defeated Edith OôHalloran and Helen Weatherhead to win the womenôs doubles. Carr and 

Bourdon won the mixed doubles championship.70 

Paddling at ONECC was almost dormant in 1948 and there is no evidence that the club held an 

open regatta. On 5 July Carleton Place won the first Northern Division regatta of the season on 

its home course. CPCC took 42 points, Gananoque 39, Rideau 12, and Temiskaming 2, and 

ONECC none. Carleton Place won again at Gananoque with 38.5 points to Gananoqueôs 27.5. 

Rideau took 9 points and Catarquie 1. ONECC was not mentioned in reports of the Gananoque 

regatta and it did not enter in the Northern Division trials at Carleton Place although Cecil 

Powers was chief referee. Gananoque dominated the division trials at Carleton Place, taking 10 

firsts and 66 points to CPCCôs 45 points. Rideau took 8. The times recorded were poor due to 

strong winds and waves; in the senior fours every boat in the race sank. Bill Bigras of CPCC 

won the senior single; G. Garrah of Gananoque won the double-blade singles. Gananoque won 

all three war canoe races.71 

The Rideau Club was working to complete its 

boathouse on Mooneyôs Bay and did not hold a 

divisional regatta in 1948. It did hold a closed, 

mixed, regatta a week prior to hosting the CCA 

on 8 August. The 1948 CCA regatta was the 

second to be held on the permanent Mooneyôs 

Bay course. The regatta started late, and the 

weather, and several disqualifications, delayed 

events which didnôt finish until 8 PM. Lachine 

racked up five firsts and 32 points to win its 

first CCA burgee since 1938.  Balmy Beach 

finished second with 24 points; overall the 

Eastern Division took 66 out of a possible120 

points. There were four war canoe races; 

Lachine won the juvenile war canoe and 

defeated seven other boats to win the Lt. Col. Herbert Molson trophy for the half mile war canoe 

race. The Grand Trunk Boating Club won the womenôs war canoe exhibition race while Balmy 

Beach won the mile war canoe race. The 10,000 metre single and tandem races were run on 

Sunday morning; these events had been added in 1947 as part of the Olympic trials but were not 

counted in the overall score. Gananoque had 2 firsts and 12 points - W. Jackson won the double-

blade-single and Jackson, G. McMartin, S. Green and B. Tackaberry won the double-blade fours. 

Carleton Place picked up a single point. Several top Canadian paddlers - Douglas Bennett and 

Harry Polton (both of Excel), George Covey and Henry Harper (both of Gananoque) Bill 

Stevenson and Bert Oldershaw (both of Toronto Island), and Norman Lane (Balmy Beach), were 

in London for the Olympics during the CCA regatta.72 

CCA Championship, 1948 

Ottawa, Mooneyôs Bay 

   East North West 

Lachine   32 

Balmy Beach    24 

Toronto Island    16 

Gananoque   12 

Cartier   12 

Excell   9 

Radisson  8 

Chateaugay  2 

GTBC   2 

Otterburn  1 

Quebec   1 

CPCC    1 

Division Totals  67 13 40 
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6. Ottawa Citizen, 9 August 1948. ñLachine Club Takes CCA Burgee.ò 

1949 ï Cecil Powers was re-elected commodore at the clubôs general meeting in January; 

Chester McCarthy retired as vice-commodore and was replaced by George Boivin; R.J. óBuzzô 

McCarthy was elected rear commodore and Gerard BrindôAmour, Cecil Clark, Bernard Hornsby, 

and Charles Taylor joined the board.73 

Although the reports at the annual general meeting indicated that things were in a ñhighly 

satisfactoryò state, the club approached the Village of Rockcliffe with a request for assistance in 

dealing with financial difficulties. Powers told the council that membership had decreased 

sharply since the war and that high taxes and water bills put the club in a ñdelicate position 

financially.ò The council promised to do everything possible to help the club; what was done in 

1949 is not known but in 1950 the Village forgave the club $180 in taxes.74 In April , Powers 

wrote to the Federal District Commission asking for help in arresting a decline in membership at 

ONECC. He attributed the decline to a ñvery poor Street Car schedule.ò The club was 

considering establishing a limited summer bus service from John Street on Sussex and needed 

the FDCôs permission to operate on the parkway.75  

ONECCôs membership had boomed during the war years and then fell off in the postwar period. 

In the years before the war, much of the membership had come from New Edinburgh and central 

Ottawa; the land to the east was largely unoccupied or part of the Federal District Commissionôs 

parkland. Beginning in 1947-48 a consortium of five Ottawa developers began to build Manor 

Park, Ottawaôs first postwar suburb. Within ten years the community had completely changed 

the demographics of the area and provided a new source of membership for ONECC. Although 

the effects of the development were not felt until the late 1960s, the club would eventually 

become more of a Manor Park and east end institution and less of a central Ottawa club.  

Four hundred and fifty guests attended the clubôs formal opening on 30 May.76  

The ODLTA held its general meeting in April and Earl Hanlon was elected to his second term as 

president. G. BrindôAmour, who was on ONECCôs board, was elected to the ODLTA board. 

Trophies for the 1948 sectional play were presented to Rideau (A), Britannia Boating Club (B), 

and ONECC (C). It was also decided that the senior championships would be played at the 

Ottawa club in the week of 11 June, the intermediate championships at ONECC (tentatively) 

beginning 16 July, and the junior championships at Elmdale beginning 6 August.77 By the end of 

May the ODLTA had set up a tennis ñloopò with 30 teams. Section A included Ottawa, Elmdale, 

Rideau Red, and Rideau Blue teams. Section B included Elmdale, ONECC, RA-Victoria, St. 
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Josephôs, Tel Aviv, and Ottawa. Section C included 11 teams, Tenaga, Bedard, Britannia BC, 

Experimental Farm, Lakeside, ONECC, RA-Victoria Reds and Blues, St. Josephôs, Tel Aviv, 

Stewarton, and Ottawa. St. Josephôs, Rockcliffe, Ottawa, Elmdale, and Rideau had teams in the 

junior league. In addition to playing in the ODLTA, Rideau also entered womenôs and menôs 

teams in the Montreal City Tennis League.78    

ONECCôs B team included Tom Bates, Deans Berry, Gerry BrindôAmour, Ann Budreo, Ruby 

Carr, Johnny McCuaig, Bob Martin, Edith OôHalloran, J.J. Sarra-Bournett, Jean Villeneuve, and 

Helen Weatherhead. ONECCôs C team included Suzanne Anger, Louis Bouchard, Gerry 

BrindôAmour, Ann Budreo, Bob Decosse, Eleanor Jamieson, Ray Lachance, Moira McDougall, 

Jean Rinfret, and Jean and Bill Schneider. ONECC did well in Section B but lost the play-off to 

Ottawa.79 ONECC failed to place in Section C where Tel Aviv won the cup.  

 

The ODLTA intermediate championships were played on ONECC and Rockcliffe courts the 

week of July 16-23. The intermediate championships were traditionally the biggest event 

organized by the ODLTA and in 1948 and 1949 play was limited to menôs and womenôs singles 

and doubles; the men would play at ONECC and the women at Rockcliffe. The Journal 

published a list of top Ottawa players who were not eligible to play in the intermediate 

competition; at ONECC only Deans Berry, Ruby Carr, and Arlette Pelletier were named. Sixteen 

year old Diana Lowe, Rideau, won the womenôs singles; to win she had to defeat her mother, 

Mrs. Norma Lowe, also Rideau, who as Lillian Wattsford had won the senior womenôs title for 

ONECC in 1930. Mrs. Lowe also advanced to the final round in the womenôs doubles.  J.J. 

Sarra-Bournett, an unseeded player from ONECC, defeated Buck Pozitsky from Tel Aviv to win 

the menôs championship. John Blackburn and Gilles Bourdon of Rideau won the menôs 

doubles.80 

 

ONECCôs club championships were played in August-September. J.J. Sarra-Bournett defeated 

Tom Bates and Edith OôHalloran defeated Ruby Carr to win the singles titles; OôHalloran and 

Helen Weatherhead won the womenôs doubles, defeating Ruby Carr and Mary Schlieske. Bob 

Martin and Deans Berry defeated C.H. McCreery and F.E. Budreo to win the menôs doubles; 

Jean Villeneuve and Deans Berry defeated Anne and F.E. Budreo to win the mixed title.81 

 

A practice on 18 May marked the opening of ONECCôs paddling season in 1949. The boats had 

been reconditioned and Buzz McCarthy and George Boivan were coaches. The paddlers on the 

first night included Bob Andre, Gerry BrindôAmour, John Clifford, Maurice Cusson, Bob 

Cusson, Bert Lambert, Mac MacGregor, Gord McCarthy, Pete Mercier, Claude Richer, Jim 

Rotar, Bob St. George, Henry St. Jacques, Bob Shea, and Fred Thebarge, Later Bill Bigras who 

had paddled successfully with CPCC joined the team. During the season the men practiced three 

nights a week while on Tuesdays and Thursdays, Bill Bigras trained a womenôs war canoe. The 

womenôs crew had a close call in July when the wake from motor boats capsized their canoe; the 

crew was rescued by the Rockcliffe-Gatineau Pointe ferry. In an innovation, Rideau and ONECC 

held two warmup regattas prior to the beginning of the official Northern Division schedule. On 

15 June. Rideau won three of five events; Bigras won the open singles for ONECC and he, Bob 

Shea, Bob St. George, and Claude Richer, won the open fours race. Rideau took first and second 

in the open tandem races. Frank Amyot piloted Rideauôs novice war canoe to victory over 

ONECCôs boat and Harry Butler captained Rideauôs senior war canoe to victory. The two clubs 
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staged a second inter-club match on 22 June with similar results. ONECC won the single and the 

senior war canoe; Rideau won the tandem, fours, and novice war canoe.82   

 

Rideau opened the formal Northern Division season with a regatta at Mooneyôs Bay on 25 June. 

With three clubs competing, CPCC won decisively taking six firsts and 45 points to ONECCôs 

19 and Rideauôs 14. Gananoque was not present. Twelve races had been scheduled but there 

were no entries for the senior fours and only one, from Carleton Place, for the senior tandem. 

CPCC was strong in the junior and juvenile events; ONECC took three firsts, senior singles, 

senior war canoe quarter-mile, and junior fours. Bill Bigras, scored an upset for ONECC in the 

senior singles, defeating Johnny Muff who had dominated the event in the Northern Division for 

several years. Bigras also piloted ONECCôs junior fours to a first place finish. Tom Jamieson 

steered Carleton Placeôs senior war canoe to victory in the half mile race.83 Carleton Place 

repeated its victory in the second divisional regatta at Gananoque on 9 July. Gananoque came 

second and ONECC and Rideau tied for third place. Carleton Place did well in junior and 

juvenile events; Gananoque won first, second, and third in both double-blade events and the war 

canoe race. Bill Bigras won the senior singles race, the only senior event other than the war 

canoe race. Overall there were only nine events.84 

 

At the third regatta of the season Carleton Place took seven firsts and 50 pints to win on its home 

course; Gananoque came second with 17, Rideau took 11 and ONECC 8. Gananoque may have 

done less well than was expected because there were no double-blade events. ONECCôs best 

hopes for a victory where dashed by an accident in the senior singles: 

The senior singles was expected to be one of the feature races of the afternoon. It pitted 

Bigras, who had the race in both the other regattas this season, against Johnny Muff, a 

Canadian champion in 1946, Tom Jamieson of Carleton Place and Bob St. George of 

Rideau.  

As the boats approached the halfway mark, Muff had a two-length lead over Bigras. 

Then, according to Jamieson who was close behind, Bigras suddenly toppled from his 

boat, and fell unconscious into the 10-feet water. 

Jamieson saw his predicament and jumped in to hold him up until the official boat could 

make the rescue. The boat brought both men to the shore, where members of the Carleton 

Place Fire Department administered oxygen to the still unconscious Bigras. He was 

forced to withdraw from the other event he had entered while Jamieson rested after the 

fatiguing rescue.  

Muff had gone on in the race not knowing of the accident and came home in front. St. 

George came up from the rear to take second place.85 

 

A womenôs war canoe race had been scheduled but it was called off, ñprobablyò the Journal 

speculated because the ONECC war canoe had capsized during a practice session the previous 

weekend and had to be rescued by a ferry captain.  

 

The Northern Division championships were hosted by ONECC and were won decisively by 

Gananoque with 62 out of 114 points. CPCC came second with 40 points, Rideau took 10, and 

ONECC 2. Gananoque owed its victory to its domination of the double-blade events where it 

took 23 points in three events; Carleton Place did not enter any of the double-blade events. 

Gananoque also won all three war canoe races while Johnny Muff from Carleton Place was the 
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regattaôs individual star, winning the senior singles, the senior tandem and paddling in CPCCôs 

second place fours and war canoes.  Bob St. George accounted for both of ONECCôs points, 

placing third in both the senior singles and in the single double-blade race; Bill Bigras did not 

place in the senior singles. A crowd of over 1000 came out and, in addition to paddling, saw a 

demonstration of water skiing, swimming, and an appearance by an eight oared shell from the 

Ottawa Rowing Club. At the same time ONECC was hosting the finals of the ODLTA 

intermediate championships.86  

The CCA championships were held at Mooneyôs 

Bay on 6 August in near perfect weather with 

3000 spectators. The Toronto contingent arrived 

by special train. Centre Island won its fourth 

burgee since 1940, edging out Montrealôs Excel 

Club by 20 to 17 points. Excel managed this 

second place finish with only six paddlers in 

competition ï they took three firsts and a second. 

Six clubs from the Eastern Division accumulated 

the most points, 62; the Western Division took 

43, Northern, 11; and Manitoba, 4.  Jen Butler, 

Bert Oldershaw, Art Johnson, and George Bedard 

were the Island clubôs most successful paddlers. 

Gananoqueôs Harper and Jackson won the 

double-blade tandem event and Balmy Beach  

 

 

 
 7. ONECC in 1949. Source: Ontario Archives, Northway-Gestalt Corp., ES1-250 

won the senior war canoe race but only after four starts due to numerous fouls. The 10,000 metre 

races were run on the Sunday after the regatta and were not counted in the points. ONECC had 

entries in the junior fours and the senior singles (Bill Bigras) but failed to place.87 

 

CCA Championship, 1949 

Mooneyôs Bay, Ottawa 

  East North West MB 

TO Island CC   20 

Excel  17 

Balmy Beach   12 

Toronto SCC   11 

Radisson 11 

Lachine  10 

Cartierville 10 

Gananoque  9 

Chateauguay 7 

GTBC  7 

Manitoba    4 

CPCC   2 

Divion Totals 62 11 43 4 

Source: Ottawa Citizen, 8 August 1949.  
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1950 ï Cecil Powers retired as commodore 

in 1950 and Henri St. Jacques was elected in 

his place. Tom Bates took over as vice-

commodore and Paul Bourque as rear-

commodore. Mrs. G.H. Lamke was elected 

secretary and four new members ï Richard 

Barbour, John Clifford, Marcel Lafreniere, 

and John McCuaig joined the board. The club 

was said to be in excellent financial condition 

and membership had increased substantially.88 

 

Henri St. Jacques, KC, was a successful 

Ottawa lawyer who had, among his clients, 

Oliva Dionne, the father of the Dionne 

quintuplets. He was a member of the public 

library board and the separate school board, 

and from 1945 to 1950 he served on the Royal 

Commission on Education in Ontario. He was a 

Progressive Conservative candidate in Ottawa 

East in three federal elections in the 1940s and 

1950s. Before becoming commodore of 

ONECC he had been the clubôs legal counsel. Although he had been a member of the club since 

the 1930s there is no record of him as a paddler or a tennis player.89 

 

The ODLTA met on 13 April and re-elected Earl Hanlon as president; Tom Bates from ONECC 

was among the board members elected. The meeting approved an increase of the levy on 

participating clubs to 12 cents per playing member; the increase was intended to help cover 

expenditures in promoting junior tennis. In the previous year the association had spent $285 on 

the program including subsidizing trips by junior members to tourneys in Halifax, Toronto, and 

Philadelphia. The meeting discussed the possibility of moving more players from the ñCò to the 

ñBò classification in order to open up more spots in C level teams but no decision was taken. It 

did approve the reclassification of several players including J.J. Sarra-Bournett of ONECC who 

was moved from B to A. Finally, president Hanlon presented trophies to the sectional winners 

from 1949: A to Rideau, B to Ottawa, and C to Tel Aviv.90  A few weeks later the ODLTA 

announced its championship schedule: junior championships were to be played 17-24 June at St. 

Josephôs, the intermediates from 12 to 19 August at RA-Victoria and Tel Aviv, and the seniors, 

at a site to be decided, from 8 to 15 July. A dozen more players including Gerry BrindôAmour, 

Ann Budreo, Eleanor Jamieson, and Bob Decosse had their ratings changed from C to B.91  

 

8. ONECC's B Section Team. Left to right, front 

row: Lise Boivan, Helen Weatherhead, Edith 

O'Halloran, Arlette Pelletier. Back: G. Brindamour, 

John McCuaig, Robert Martin, Gilbert Jolicoeur. 

Source: Ottawa Citizen, 9 September 1950. Newton. 
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The ODLTA league for 1950 was the largest ever with 34 

teams in four sections and the league made an early start in 

order to accommodate all of the teams. Elmdale dropped out of 

Section A but ONECC and RA-Victoria stepped in. Rideau, 

after a lapse of several years entered a team in Section B. 

Section C was divided into 3 sections with 17 teams compared 

to 12 in 1950.  Rideau reduced its entry in the junior section 

from two to one and St. Georgeôs joined the junior section. 

Matches in Section A consisted of three menôs and two 

womenôs singles; in all other sections, matches consisted of 

menôs and womenôs singles and doubles and a mixed doubles 

game. ONECC had teams in Sections A, B, and C. The Section 

A team included Andre DôAoust, John Blackburn, Lise 

Boivan, Gilles Bourdon, Ruby Carr, Arlette Pelletier, Edith 

OôHalloran, Yves and J.J. Sarra-Bournett, and Helen 

Weatherhead; the B team included Rita and Claire Boisvert, 

Gerry BrindôAmour, Ann Budreo, Gilles Bourdon, Eleanor 

Jamieson, Gilbert Jolicoeur, John MMcCuaig, Robert Martin, 

Arlette Pelletier, R. Robert, and Helen Weatherhead,. The C 

team included Rene Bouchard, Claire Boisvert, Joan Hives, 

Jackie Fortier, Ray Lachance, Andy Lamoureux, Jackie 

Lapierre, Maurice Lyons, Joli Yves Lupien, Timmy Lorraine, 

Faye Ramsay, Mimi Seguin, Bill Scheneider, and Bruce 

Sproule. ONECC defeated the Rideau team to win the B 

Section championship but came last in Section A.92 

ONECC had an excellent year at the ODLTA intermediate 

championships which were played on Tel Aviv and RA-

Victoria courts. Edith OôHalloran defeated Margueritte Pineau 

to win the womenôs singles. She and Helen Weatherhead were 

top-seeded to win the doubles but they were defeated in the 

quarter finals by Pineau of RA-Victoria and Lucielle Richard 

of St. Joseph who went on to win the womenôs doubles. 

Playing with John Johnston of Kingston, OôHalloran won the 

intermediate mixed doubles championship. ONECCôs Johnny 

McCuaig and Gilbert Jolicoeur won the menôs doubles.93 

The CCA met in Kingston in May and elected Ken Strougler of 

Rideau as commodore; Strougler and Frank Amyot were 

named to the 1952 Olympic Games committee. At the meeting 

the eastern clubs consistently combined to outvote the Toronto 

area clubs on various resolutions such as whether platforms 

might be used by kneeling paddlers and whether splash boards 

might be used. Jim Chambers of Rideau and Cecil Powers were named as the CCA regatta 

referees; Powers was also named as the CCAôs representative at a planned national sports 

conference.94 

ODLTA Points Scored, 1950. 

 

Section A 

Rideau Blues  23 

RA-Victoria  15 

Ottawa    13 

Rideau Reds  13 

ONECC   11 

 

Section B Eastern Division 

ONECC   17 

RA-Victoria  14 

St. Josephôs  8 

Tel Aviv   8 

Section B Western Division 

Rideau   17 

Ottawa   14 

Elmdale   8 

Britannia  6 

Champion ONECC 

 

Section C Eastern Division 

Wrightville  29 

St. Josephôs   22 

Tel Aviv   22 

Tenaga   18 

ONECC   15 

RA-Victoria Blues 12 

Section C Central Division 

RA-Victoria Reds 

 22 

Bedard   20 

Elmdale   13 

Ottawa Blues  13 

Stewarton  13 

Section C Western Division 

Experimental Farm 29 

Ottawa Reds  27 

Deep River  24 

St. Georgeôs   20 

Lakeside CYO  19 

Britannia Yacht  14 

Champion Wrightville 

 

Source: Ottawa Journal, 23 

September 1950.òODLTA Final 

Standings.òibid., 25 April 1951. 

ñOttawa District Tennis Body 

Returns Earl Hanlon as President.ò 
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As the CCA commodore Strougler responded to an Ottawa Citizen editorial on the decline of 

canoeing. He wrote that the decline was confined to the Ottawa area and could be traced to the 

end of the Rideau Canoe Club in 1943. During the war other clubs were not able to provide 

coaches and canoes (of all clubs) remained on the racks from 1942 to 1946. At the end of the 

war, Strougler wrote, the Rideau club had been reorganized and canoeing in Ottawa began its 

recovery.95  

Canoeing and the CCA remained an amateur sport long after many others had come to be 

dominated by professionals. Paul Aubry of the Radisson Club won the CCA junior single-blade 

singles championship in 1946. Subsequently he took place in a marathon canoe race for a cash 

prize although he had been warned not to take part. He was suspended and in 1950 the Radisson 

Club applied to have him reinstated as an amateur but their application was rejected.96  

ONECC continued to be an active 

social centre with regular dances 

through the season. In 1950 the 

opening dance was held on 3 June; 

the clubhouse was decorated with 

the club colours, red, black and 

white, and a large crowd danced to 

the music of Alec Dawsonôs 

orchestra. Judging by surviving 

photographs, it was also a spot for 

simply hanging out.97 

ONECC and Rideau held a practice 

regatta on Mooneyôs Bay on 24 

June. Glen Robb of Rideau was the 

outstanding paddler of event and 

Rideau won six out of eight events. 

Claude Richer from ONECC won 

the double-blade singles and, with 

Jean Drummond as stroke, captained the ladiesô war canoe, to victory.98  

Rideau hosted the first Northern Division regatta of the season and won it with 31 points; 

Gananoque was second with 23, CPCC, 16, ONECC 10. The Ottawa Journal remarked that it 

was Rideauôs first win in a long time and that neither Gananoque nor CPCC had had large 

turnouts. A shortage of crews ruled out regular war canoe races but there was an exhibition 

womenôs war canoe race, won by ONECC, and a race between a Rideau boat and a war canoe 

with a composite crew from the other clubs. The composite crew won. ONECCôs junior fours 

with Richer as stroke took ONECCôs only first. ONECC hosted the second divisional regatta and 

again Rideau won, taking 40 points to CPCCôs 20, ONECCôs 19 and Gananoqueôs eight. 

Rideauôs star was Norm Lane, a former Olympic paddler (1948, C-1 10,000, m, bronze) from 

Balmy Beach. ONECC had three wins, C. Richer and G. Belot in the junior double-bladed 

tandem, the junior fours, Al McKeown, Gilles Bissonett, Ted Curtis, and Claude Richer, and the 

womenôs war canoe. ONECCôs womenôs war canoe crew included Terry Binette, Dorothy 

Casey, Shirley Cross, Noreen Dillon, Jane Drummond, Madeline Lavelli, Timmy Lorrain, Yvette 

Pelletier, Terry Parent, Lucille Pelletier, Connie and Charlotte Quevillon, Faye Ramsey, Carol 

9. A group on the boat deck, probably in the late 1940s. The rule 

against alcohol on the premises appears to have been flexible. 

Source: ONEC Archives. 
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Steacy and Noel Gauthier, Captain. The big surprise of the day was the menôs war canoe race in 

which the Rideau boat was beaten by a composite crew skippered by 87 year old J.W. óBaldyô 

Welsh who had come second in the double-blade singles in the 1900 CCA championship.99 

Carleton Place hosted the third divisional regatta. In contrast to the two earlier regattas, 

Gananoque sent a full complement of paddlers and won easily taking 54 points to CPCCôs 27, 

Rideauôs 16 and ONECCôs 7. ONECCôs paddlers - R. Baxter, A. Brunet, G. Belot, G. Bisonette, 

T. Curtis, L. McKay, W. McKay, A. McKeon, C. Richer, G. Robillard, R. Shea, St. George, F. 

Thebarge, and H. Walker ï entered in 10 of 13 events but took no first place finishes. Its 

womenôs war canoe did place first in an exhibition event: the club did not field a menôs war 

canoe. Gananoque hosted the Northern Division trials on 31 July and on its home course, with 

squalls and choppy water, it swept the field winning 10 events and 71 points. Rideau took 24, 

CPCC, 19, and ONECC 17. Gananoqueôs junior paddlers were particularly strong, picking up 21 

points. ONECC took two firsts, the junior double-blade tandem, Richer and Belot, and the junior 

fours, Richer, Bissonette, Curtis and McKeown. 

Neither Carleton Place nor ONECC fielded a 

menôs war canoe although ONECC womenôs war 

canoe won its exhibition race.100  

The CCA championships were held at Mooneyôs 

Bay on 12 August. Four hundred paddlers and 17 

clubs from Halifax to Winnipeg were entered in 

21 events. Toronto Island, the 1949 champion was 

favoured to win but came second behind Radisson 

from Three Rivers which had only ten paddlers at 

the meet. Gananoque came third and Rideau 

seventh. Norm Lane of Rideau won both the 

senior single and the 10,000 metre single, single-

blade, race. Carleton Place and ONECC were in 

competition but did not place. C. Richer and 

Gordie Belot gave ONECC its best finish with a 

fourth in the junior double-blade tandem. Balmy 

Beach won both of the senior war canoe events 

and came fourth overall. Winnipegôs womenôs war 

CCA Championship, 1950 

Mooneyôs Bay, Ottawa 

  East North West MB 

Radisson 24 

Toronto Island   20 

Gananoque  19 

Balmy Beach   13 

GTBC  10 

Toronto SC   8 

Rideau    7 

Lachine  7 

Winnipeg    7 

Excel  5 

Sudbury   5 

Excel  5 

Cartierville 5 

Quebec  5 

Chateauguay 1 

CPCC   0 

ONECC   0 

Total  62 31 41 7
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canoe won its exhibition race. Overall clubs from the eastern 

division won handily with 62 points to 41 for the western 

division and 31 for the Northern Division.101 

1951 ï No record of ONECCôs executive has been found for 

1951 although Henri St. Jacques continued as president and 

Tom Bates as vice-president. Bates was also re-elected as vice-

president of the ODLTA; Earl Hanlon was re-elected president. 

The ODLTAôs annual meeting agreed to raise its levy to 15 

cents per playing member. It also discussed a change proposed 

by Vic Wagner which would have replaced Section A with a 

round robin composed of 20 of the best male players in the city 

and 12 of the best women.102 Ottawa was to host the senior 

ODLTA championships in July and junior championships were 

scheduled for June at St. Josephôs. The intermediate men were 

to be at ONECC and the women at Rockcliffe in August. Tom 

Bates, Ruby Car and Vic Wagner were in charge of 

arrangements for the intermediate tournament. Inter-club play 

began the first weekend in June.103 

 

Hamilton Quain of Rideau and Jean Kitchin of Ottawa won the 

menôs and womenôs titles in the round robin which had replaced 

Section A; the Ottawa Reds won Section C and Rideau won the 

junior section. Edith OôHalloran of ONECC and Jean-Jacques 

Sarra-Bournett and Yves Sarra-Bournett played in the A level 

round robin; whether the Sarra-Bournett brothers represented 

ONECC is not known. ONECCôs Section B team included 

Eleanor Bates, Ann Budreo, F.E. óBudô Budreo, Gerry 

BrindôAmour, Ruby Carr, Bob Decosse, Paulin Gratton, R. 

Lawrence, Bob Martin, Edith OôHalloran, Arlette Pelletier, Dr. 

F. Ral, and Helen Weatherhead. ONECC won the B 

championship for the second year in a row.104 

 

Little is known of club play at ONECC in 1951 except that John 

Blackburn and Bob Martin won the menôs doubles, Edith 

OôHalloran won the womenôs singles, and Ann Budreo and 

Eleanor Bates won the womenôs doubles.105 

The CCA met in Kingston and set August 4th (a week earlier 

than usual) as the date for the national regatta and 2 September 

for the Olympic trials.106 Carleton Place held a ñclubò regatta on 

25 June with Rideau participating; Rideau took 49 points to 

CPCCôs 30. At Rideauôs regatta on 7 July, CPCC came out on 

top with 37 points, Rideau second with 33, and Gananoque third 

with 23. ONECC had entries in only 4 out of 13 events and 

failed to place in any event.107  The Northern Division 

championship regatta was held at Carleton Place. High winds 

10. Ottawa Journal, 29 September 

1950. ñôMorleyô Neate Well 

Known Athlete Dies in Hospitalò 
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favoured Gananoque which won a total of 79 points to Rideauôs 30 and CPCCôs 28. J. Ingram 

and Comrie picked up a single point for ONECC, coming third in the junior tandem. ONECCôs 

womenôs war canoe defeated Rideauôs canoe in an exhibition match.108  

Paddling at ONECC seems to have been at a low ebb in 1951 and there is no evidence that the 

club held an open regatta although it did hold a club regatta at the end of July with a limited 

number of paddling events, swimming contests, and a beauty show.109 

 

11. ONECC's Women's War Canoe, 1951. Left to right ï Miss Ingram, Faye Ramsey, Jean Carrol, Mary 

Guy, Adele Gamman, Diane Donovan, Connie Quevillon, Carol Norquay, Pierrette Viau, Lois Collard, Fran 

Halstead, Teddy Donovan, Charlotte Quevillon, Joan Mehagan, Claude Richer. Source: Ottawa Journal, 23 

July 1951. ñHigh Winds Help Gananoqueéò 

The CCA championships were held at Mooneyôs 

Bay on 4-5 August. Grand Trunk and Balmy 

Beach tied for first place with 22 points each. 

Overall the eastern division won the regatta, taking 

81 points compared to 82 for the northern, western 

and Manitoba divisions combined. The Northern 

Division trailed badly taking only 15 points, 11 of 

which were won by Sudbury.110 

 

In 1949 Cecil Powers had written to the Federal 

District Commission asking for permission to 

operate a shuttle bus on the parkway from the end 

of the street car line to the boathouse.111 No 

response to this letter has been found but at 

various times the club did provide transportation 

from the nearest street car and bus lines and in 

1951 it received permission to establish a parking 

lot to the west of the tennis courts. The plan which 

CCA Championship, 1951 

Mooneyôs Bay 

  East North West  MB 

GTBC  22 

Balmy Beach   22 

Lachine  19 

Manitoba    18 

Radisson 17 

Island    17 

Cartierville 13 

Sudbury   11 

Toronto    10 

Quebec  6 

Chateauguay 3 

CPCC   2 

Rideau   2 

Otterburn 1 

Gananoque  0 

Mic Mac  

ONECC   0 

Division Totals 81 15 49 18 
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accompanied this approval also shows the bridle path which wrapped around the tennis courts. 

This path, which had been opened in 1928 was to disappear when the driveway was re-aligned in 

1956.112 

 

12. Parking Arrangements 

Approved, 1951.  Source: 

LAC, RG34, Vol.222, File 

102-0(1), (illegible) to A. 

Hay, FDC, 7 May 1951. 

 

1952 ï Tennis began 

at ONECC in the last 

week in April although 

the club did not 

formally open until 24 

May when about 60 

members took part in a 

round robin organized 

by Gerry 

BrindôAmour. A social 

evening and dance 

followed the opening 

round robin and H. St. 

Jacques presented 

prizes to the successful 

players, Cecile de Chantigny, Janette Buchanan, and Mel Grant.113   

The ODLTA released its schedule at the end of May with play beginning the first week in June. 

The experiment of having senior players play round robins was abandoned and Section A 

returned to team play. Section A consisted of four teams, two from Rideau, one from Ottawa, 

and one made up of representatives from other clubs in the city. This ñODLTAò team was to 

play its home matches on the Tel Aviv courts. Section B consisted of eight teams - Britannia 

Yacht Club, Deep River, Elmdale, ONECC, Ottawa, Rideau, St. Josephôs, Wrightville ï playing 

in a single division. Section C was divided into two divisions ï Eastern consisting of Gatineau, 

Lindenlea, ONECC, Ottawa Blues, St. Josephôs, Tel Aviv, and Wrightville ï and Western ï 

Britannia, Elmdale, Experimental Farm, Ottawa Reds, RA, and St. Redempteur. There were four 

teams in the junior section. Overall the ODLTA had shrunk from 34 teams in 1950 to 30 in 

1952.114 Some of the ODLTA senior championship draws were played on ONECC courts at the 

end of June and although several ONECC players ï A. Budreo, D. Delisle, R. Marshall, K. 

Pealow, A. Pelletier, M. Pineau, Eugene Robillard, and F. Weatherhead - were in competition, 

they were not successful.115  
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ONECC did better in the ODLTA 

intermediate championships played on 

Tel Aviv and St. Josephôs courts in 

August. Margueritte Pineau defeated 

another ONECC player, Rita Jacques, to 

win the womenôs singles title and, with 

Ann Budreo, she won the womenôs 

doubles title. Top seeded Bob Martin, an 

ONECC player, was defeated in the 

finals of the menôs singles.116 

 

ONECCôs Section B players included G. 

BrindôAmour, Jeanette Buchanan, Ann 

Budreo, Ruby Carr, D. Delisle, Bob 

Decosse, Jackie Fortier, Pauline Gratton, 

Joan Hives, M. Lachaine, Roy Lawrence, 

Rick Marshall, Bob Martin, Arlette 

Pelletier, and Gene Robillard. The team 

won the section championship for the 

third year in a row.117  

 

ONECCôs club championships were 

played at the end August. John 

Blackburn defeated Gerry BrindôAmour in straight sets to win the menôs single championship 

and, with Rick Marshall, he won the menôs doubles. Margueritte Pineau defeated Arlette 

Pelletier in the womenôs singles. Pelletier and Rita Jacques won the womenôs doubles and Ruby 

Carr and Bob Martin won the mixed doubles.118  

 

Margueritte Pineau began her tennis career playing for St. Josephôs about 1947. By 1949 she was 

playing for RA-Victoria and, with Cecile Richard she won the ODLTA intermediate womenôs 

doubles. When the RA-Victoria club in Cyrville closed in 1951 she moved to ONECC. In her 

first year at ONECC she won the womenôs singles championship; she retained the title for four 

more years and, as Margueritte Wagner, won it at least twice in the 1960s. From 1953 to 1957 

and in 1962 and 1965 she also shared in the womenôs doubles championship. In 1956 she won 

the ODLTA womenôs senior singles championship; she was the first ONECC member to win the 

title since Lillian Wattsford in 1930. In 1962 and 1963 she won the womenôs singles in the 

Mortureux tournament and in 1970 she won the doubles playing with Patricia Marks. By 1971 

she had moved to Rideau and in 1972, playing with Patricia Marks, she won the Hon. Charles 

Murphy (womenôs doubles) trophy.119 Her list of ODLTA/NCTA championships is among the 

longest of any ONECC member.  

1950  Intermediate Womenôs Doubles with Cecile Richard (Victoria) 

1952 Intermediate Womenôs Singles  

Intermediate Womenôs Doubles with Ann Budreo 

1956 Womenôs Singles 

1963 Intermediate Womenôs Doubles with Joan Guenault 

1964 Intermediate Womenôs Singles 

13. Ottawa Journal, 3 May 1952. 
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Intermediate Womenôs Doubles with Joan Guenault 

1970 Masters Womenôs Doubles over 40 with Sonia Ladouceur 

1971 Masters Womenôs Doubles over 40 with Sonia Ladouceur 

1972 Masters Womenôs Doubles over 40 with Joan Taylor 

 Womenôs Doubles with Patricia Marks 

1975 Masters Womenôs Singles, over 40 

Intermediate Mixed Doubles with Elmer Hara120 

 

The Northern Division of the CCA met in Ottawa in March and 

established an ambitious schedule of six regattas leading up to 

the CCA regatta on 2 August. By early June ONECC paddlers 

were practising regularly, the men on Mondays, Wednesdays 

and Fridays and the women war canoe crews on Tuesdays and 

Thursdays. The club had enough male paddlers for two crews, 

30 paddlers, and were practicing both in the small boats and in 

war canoes.121  

 

On 7 June Rideau hosted and won the first regatta of the year 

Carleton Place finishing a close second and ONECC a distant 

third. Norm Grant in the junior singles provided ONECCôs only 

win and the club did not field a war canoe. A week later, Rideau 

won with 39.5 points on Carleton Placeôs course; CPCC finished 

second with 34.5 points and ONECC finished a respectable third 

with 24 points and two firsts. Andy Brunet of ONECC placed 

first in the double-blade singles when Claude Richer, also of 

ONECC was disqualified for fouling. ONECCôs junior fours, Cec Comrie, Jim Ingram, Harry 

Murphy, and Harry Turpin, beat the Rideau boat by a bare eight inches. ONECCôs senior war 

canoe, with Richer, captain, and Comrie, stroke, placed third in the half-mile race.122  

 

ONECC hosted the third regatta of the season and moved up to a second place finish with 34 

points compared to Rideauôs 42.5 and CPCCôs 30. ONECC won four of 14 events and had five 

second place finishes. It was said to be the clubôs best finish in ten years and a week later 

ONECC moved on to finish first at a regatta hosted by Rideau. ONECC took five firsts: juvenile 

tandem, Norm Grant and R. Prevost; juvenile singles, N. Grant; junior fours, Comrie, Turpin, 

Murphy, and Ingram; double-blade tandem, C. Richer and G. Belot; and juvenile fours, N. Grant, 

D. Carson, J. Leaby, and R. Provost. CPCC finished second and Rideau third. Rideauôs relatively 

poor showing was largely attributable to the absence of Glenn Robb who had played a part in six 

of Rideauôs first place finishes in the previous three regattas. Robb had withdrawn from paddling 

for the remainder of the season on doctorôs orders.123 

 

Carleton Place hosted a regatta on the 12th of July and won handily with 52 points; ONECC 

came second with 30, and Rideau third with 22. CPCC repeated its win at the Northern Division 

trials held on the ONECC course. CPCC took 42 points, Gananoque 41, Rideau 27 and ONECC 

25. Gananoque, which had not sent a full contingent to the earlier regattas, amassed most of its 

points in the fours competitions; it lost out to CPCC because it did not have an entry in the war 

canoe category. CPCC won all three war canoe races; ONECC took a second in the mile and a 

14 Rockcliffe Tennis Presentation 

to Miss Marguerite Pineau, ladies 

tennis champion, 1956. Source: 

City of Ottawa Archives, 

CA039803 
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third in the half mile. ONECC also took three 

firsts in the small boat category: Provost and 

Grant won the juvenile tandem, J. Ingram and 

C. Comrie won the senior tandem, Claude 

Richer and Gordie Belot won the senior 

double-blade tandem. ONECCôs womenôs war 

canoe won an exhibition race.124 

 

The CCA championships were held on 

Mooneyôs Bay on 1-2 August. In spite of a 

threat of rain, about 6,000 spectators watched 

Toronto Sailing and Canoe Club win its first 

burgee since 1926 with the Grand Trunk club 

in second place. Lloyd Rice of Toronto 

finished first in five races ï the 10,000 metre 

double-blade single and single-blade single, the 

senior double-blade single, the senior fours, and the junior double-blade tandem. Although 

Toronto won the CCA burgee, the eastern clubs amassed the most points, 81 to the westôs 71. 

The Northern Division clubs, including Sudbury, took 17 points. ONECC had its first national 

title since 1946 ï Norm ôPorkyô Grant and Ray Provost finished first in the juvenile single-blade 

tandem.125 

1952 was a good year for both the paddling and 

tennis sides of the club. In addition to tennis and 

paddling it offered swimming, sun-bathing, and 

ping pong. Long-time members such as J. Rattray 

Wilson, 84, still swam at the club on a daily basis 

and A.A. Pinard, 75, continued to paddle. Most of 

the clubôs 400 regular members were under 30; 

the 100 life members were probably considerably 

older.126 The club continued to be a social centre 

with Saturday night dances.  

 

Two well-known paddlers died in June of 1952. 

Joseph W. Bellamy was a businessman, a partner 

with William T. Crowe in the CCB Electric 

Works, and an ONECC board member in the 

1920s and 30s.  Cecil Lavalley, one of the Rideau 

Clubôs best paddlers in the 1920s and the captain 

of CPCCôs successful war canoe in the late 1930s, 

died in Smithôs Falls; his friends donated a trophy 

for the senior single-blade tandem in the Northern 

Division his memory.127  

 

CCA Championship, 1952 

Mooneyôs Bay 

  East North West MB 

Toronto S&CC   40 

GTBC  34 

Balmy Beach   16 

Toronto Island   14 

Radisson 14 

Cartierville 13 

Sudbury   7 

Lachine  6 

Montreal Excel 6 

ONECC   5 

Rideau   5 

Quebec  5 

Otterburn 3 

CPCC   0 

Gananoque  0 

Chateauguay 0 

Winnipeg    0 

Regional Totals 81 17 70 0 

15. Ray Proctor and Norm Grant, juvenile tandem. 

Source: Ottawa Journal, 14 July 1952. 
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16. The swimming float, without the diving tower. 

Ottawa Citizen, 20 June 1952. Photo by Newton. 

 

 

17. The high level bridge, 1952. Ottawa Citizen, 20 June 1952. Photo by Newton. 

1953 ï Henri St. Jacques was re-elected commodore at the general meeting in March; Tom 

Bates took over as vice-commodore and F.E. Budreo took over from Ruby Carr as tennis 

chair.128 At the city level Victor Hossack replaced Earl Hanlon as president of the ODLTA. Vic 

Wagner of ONECC was elected vice-president and F.E. óBudô Budreo was named head of a 

committee to draw up a formula for determining the ranking of players. A number of players 

were re-classified ï Ann Budreo of ONECC was moved from B to A division and Rita Jacques, 
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also of ONECC, was moved from C to B.129  Play at ONECC began early in May; inter-club play 

did not begin until June. An article in the Ottawa Journal identified the sections, clubs, team 

captains, and results at the end of the ODLTA season: 

Section A ï Teams Captains    Points Scored 

Rideau Blues  John Blackburn   31 

Ottawa   Ken Martindale   27 

Rideau Reds  J.J. Sarra-Bournett   22 

ODLTA/ONECC Vic Hossack and Bud Budreo  19 

 

Section B 

Rideau   Kotik Wachmann   41 

Ottawa   Pete Buratynski   38 

ONECC  Gerry BrindôAmour   32 

Wrightville  Jean Paquette    32 

St. Josephôs   Joe Byrnes    30 

Elmdale  John Milliken    28 

Lindenlea  E. Roy     20 

Britannia Yacht Mrs. Ernie Wall   14 

 

Section C, Eastern Division 

St. Charles Blues C. Sincennes    28 

Tel Aviv  B. Pozitsky    28 

St. Josephôs   M. Sauve    20 

Lindlea  P. DeBellefeuille   16 

ONECC   A. Lamoureux    15 

Ottawa Blues  E. Stevenson    11 

Section C, Western Division 

Ottawa Whites   Miss I Dowler    26 

Elmdale  Doug Munro    23 

Ex. Farm  M.L. Moore    23 

St. Charles Whites E. Roy     22 

Wrightville  J. Berthiaume    14 

Britannia Yacht Miss M. Turner   6 

 

Junior Section 

Wrightville  Jean Paquette    24  

Rideau   Joan Batterton    17 

St. Josephôs   Leo Dagenais    17 

Rockcliffe  Michael Holland   14 

Ottawa   Alistair Todd    5130 

 

The ODLTA team in Section A was a composite team with players from ONECC and other 

clubs. Edith OôHalloran, Gerry Lafortune¯, Bob Martin, Margueritte Pineau, and Ted Speiler 

                                                 
¯ Gerry Lafortune also played for Rideau; he won the ODLTA singles championship in 1951 and 1957. In 1953 he 

was ranked No.2 in the city. 
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were ONECC members; the óothersô were Jack Habbishaw, Bill Munro (St. Josephôs), and Ben 

Pozitsky (Tel Aviv).131  The B team included Eleanor Bates, Janette Buchanan, Gerry 

BrindôAmour, Denis Delisle, Jacqueline Fortier, Rita Jacques, Maurice óMoeô Lachaine, Ray 

Lachaine, Connie Lachaine, Andy Lamoureux, Roy Lawrence, Rick Marshall, Ray Morissette, 

Arlette Pelletier, Mimi Seguin, Mary Scheluski, and Helen Weatherhead.132  In C division the 

ñpotentò ONECC team included Denise Blais, Charles Cholette, Lois Collard, Ellen DôAoust, G. 

Klein, Connie Lachance, Bill Graham, Andy Lamoureux,  Joan Leclerc, Yves Lupien, H. Martel, 

Alice Murphy, Marcel Ouellette, Bob Pairey, Mimi Seguin, Mary Schlieske,.133 Inter-club team 

play began early in June and did not wind up until mid-September which was unusually late. In 

spite of winning a number of matches, none of the ONECC teams won their division; the Rideau 

Blues won A division and Ottawa won both B and C divisions.134  

A number of players played in two divisions; the rule was that a player could play in a division 

above his or her ranking but not, in general, below it. 

The ODLTA intermediate championships were played at the end of June and were shared by 

ONECC and Rockcliffe with ONECC hosting the men. Bud Budreo and Tom Bates were the 

organizers. Several ONECC players were among the top seeds: Rita Jacques was the top seed in 

the womenôs competition; Ann Budreo and Eleanor Bates were top seeds in the womenôs 

doubles; Rick Marshal was third in the menôs singles and he and Bob Martin were fourth in the 

menôs doubles. Only Budreo and Bates were successful and won the menôs doubles title.135 The 

senior championships were played on Rideau courts in mid-July.136 

ONECC scheduled its own championship for the last two weeks of August. Bob Martin won the 

menôs singles and, with Bud Budreo, won the menôs doubles. Margueritte Pineau won the 

womenôs singles and, with Ann Budreo, won the womenôs doubles. Pineau and Martin won the 

mixed doubles.137 ONECC also hosted some matches for Masson Cup (menôs singles handicap) 

play in late August.138  

In paddling, the Northern Division met in April and established a schedule of seven meets 

beginning with a coronation meet at Carleton Place on 2 June; ONECC was scheduled to hold 

two meets, one on 20 June and one on 11 July. Cecil Powers and Jim Ingram represented 

ONECC at the meeting.139 Carleton Place won two of the meets and Rideau won four, including 

the divisional championship at Gananoque on 18 July. ONECC finished last in every meet. 

ONECC paddlers in 1953 included Andy Brunet, J. Fontaine, M. Forward, Norm Grant, R. 

Ingram, J. Laurin, H. Murphy, P. Powers, R. Provost, C. Richer, F. Thebarge, and H.Turpin. 

Although ONECC had a womenôs war canoe, captained by C. Richer, the club was not always 

able to field a menôs war canoe. In the divisional championship it joined a combined war canoe 
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crew with Gananoque. Of the various paddlers, 

Andy Brunet, Norm Grant, and Claude Richer, 

were the most prominent. Brunet won the junior 

double-blade single at least twice during the 

season. Richer represented ONECC in several 

events, including the 10,000 metre races, at the 

CCA championships; he came third in the junior 

single-blade singles at the CCA. Norm Grant also 

competed in several CCA events.140 

The CCA championships were held on Mooneyôs 

Bay on 1 August and were won by Lachine with 

Toronto Island in second place. Overall the 

eastern division won with the Northern Division in 

a distant third place. Sudbury took 13 points, 

Rideau 2 and ONECC one.141 

Although 1953 was a disappointing year for 

paddlers at ONECC, the club did host two 

successful regattas and acquired two new boats, a 

single and a tandem kayak, during the season.142 

The club ended the season with the usual banquet 

and dance combined; prior to the dance Henri St. Jacques issued a general invitation to past 

members and friends of the club for a reunion at the óWhite Club Houseò.143 

 

 18. ONECC's new tandem kayak with Claude Richer and Any Brunet.  

Ottawa Citizen, 22 June 1953, p.21. 

 

1954 ï The club held its annual general meeting at the end of the 1953 season. H. St. Jacques 

continued as commodore with V. Wagner as vice commodore and A.B. MacLaren as second vice 

commodore. Ruby Carr was treasurer and overseer of the canteen. A. Pelletier, G. BrindôAmour 

and Rick Marshall shared responsibility for tennis and Eric Brennan, Paul DeGagne, and Bob 

Shea organized entertainment. Fred Thebarge was in charge of paddling and Andy Lamoureux 

was house organizer.144 

The club planned a range of entertainment in addition to paddling and tennis - sing songs, square 

dances, motion pictures, table tennis and shuffleboard were scheduled for the evenings. Streetcar 

service to the Buena Vista terminus had ended in 1953 and the club established a transportation 

CCA Championship, 1953 

Mooneyôs Bay 

 

  East North West MB 

Lachine  37 

Toronto Island   30 

Toronto Sailing   22 

Radisson 16 

Sudbury   13 

Balmy Beach   11 

Winnipeg    9 

Chateauguay 8 

Grand Trunk 7 

Cartierville 6 

Rideau   2 

ONECC   1 

Excel  1 

CPCC   0 

Gananoque  0 

Otterburn 0 

Quebec City 0 

Division Totals 74 17 63 9 
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system linking bus lines with the club. Lights were installed at four of the tennis courts and 

Arlette Pelletier, Gerry BrindôAmour and Rick Marshall organized free lessons for Monday, 

Wednesday and Friday evenings. Fred Thebarge, Leo Smith, Jim Ingram, and Norm Grant were 

giving paddling instructions. It was said that membership had increased substantially and 300 

couples were expected for the opening dance on 28 May.145 

 

The ODLTA re-elected Victor Hossock as president. Bud Budreo reported on a system for 

ranking players in the area and also took over from Bill Munro as playing chairman. The 

ODLTA accepted a plan to reorganize inter-club play ï A, B, and C divisions would be collapsed 

into a senior and an intermediate division with C players being classed as intermediate. All 

players from A and B divisions would be classed as senior with the exception of a group of top 

ranked players who, it was anticipated, would play in the Montreal league. The junior division 

would continue unchanged.146  

Senior Division, East  ïLindelnlea, Ottawa Whites, ONECC Blues, Rideau Reds, St. Charles, St. 

Josephôs. 

Senior Division, West - Britannia, Elmdale, ONECC Reds, Ottawa Blues, Rideau Blues 

Intermediate Division, West ï Britannia, Elmdale, Experimental Farm, Ottawa Whites, 

Wrightville. 

Intermediate Division, Central ï ONECC Reds, Ottawa Blues, St. Charles Whites, St. Josephôs 

Intermediate Division, West ï ONECC Blues, Rideau, St. Charles Blues, Tel Aviv 

Junior Division - Ottawa, Rideau, St. Josephôs, Wrightville.147  

 

The Rideau Red team won 10 straight matches in the senior eastern division and then won the 

playoff against the Rideau Blues of the western division. Wrightville won the junior section. At 

the end of the season the Ottawa Blues and Tel Aviv were in contention for the intermediate 

championship but the play-off was not played in 1954. It may have been played in the spring of 

1955; the trophy for C division shows Ottawa as the winner in 1954.148  

 

The intermediate championships for individuals were played in late July on Tel Aviv and Ottawa 

club courts. On 20 July the Journal published a list of senior players who were not eligible to 

play in the intermediate competition. It included players who had won previous intermediate 

championships or were considered to play above the intermediate level. The list included about 

two dozen men and about twenty women. None of the men are identifiable as members of 

ONECC but three women members of ONECC, Ruby Carr, Edith OôHallorn, and Marguerite 

Pineau, were excluded. Ann Budreo was not eligible to play in doubles.149 

 

ONECCôs own championship was played the last week in August and the first week in 

September. The womenôs competition was dominated by Marguerite Pineau who won the singles 

and both doubles playing with Ruby Carr and Bob Martin. Rick Marshall won the menôs singles; 

Bud Budreo and Bim Sturgeon won the menôs doubles.150  

 

After its own championships were over, ONECC hosted some matches in an RA invitational 

tournament. Several ONECC players ï Rick Marshall, Denis Delisle, Bob Martin, Charles 

Cholette, Ray Lachaine, Hilde Klein, and Marguerite Pineau ï were competitors.151  
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ONECC began its paddling season in May with practices on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays; 

Fred Thebarge, Leo Smith, Jim Ingram and Porky Grant were the instructors. Rideau hosted the 

first regatta of the season and won easily taking 69 points to Gananoqueôs 39. ONECC finished 

third with 14 points. Claude Richer placed first in the junior double-blade singles; ONECCôs 

other finishes were: second place ï junior double-blade tandem (A. Brunet and J. Ingram), senior 

tandem (L. Smith and C. Richer)  and third place ï senior fours (L. Smith, captain), junior 

tandem (N. Grant and J. Laurin), junior double-blade tandem, (A. Brunet and J. Ingram), junior 

fours (N. Grant, captain), senior double-blade tandem (C. Richer and A. Brunet).152 

 

Rideau went on to win all five Northern Division regattas including the divisional championship 

at Carleton Place. ONECCôs performance gradually improved and it finished second in the last 

two divisional regattas; its best showing was at its own regatta where it took 42 points to 

Rideauôs 50. ONECC had five first place finishes, four seconds, and two thirds in its own 

regatta: - 

First - junior tandem, N. Grant and J. Laurin; junior double-blade single, C. Richer; 

juvenile war canoe, J. Ingram, captain; junior double-blade tandem, J. Ingram and N. 

Grant; senior tandem, L. Smith and C. Richer; junior single, C. Richer: 

Second - senior four, J. Rotarôs crew; half mile war canoe, C. Richer, captain, junior 

single, N. Grant; juvenile four, P. Powerôs crew: 

Third - senior double-blade single, C. Richer; senior double-blade tandem, L. Smith and 

C. Richer. 

ONECCôs ladies war canoe with J. Laurin as captain, came second.153 

 

Rideau dominated the Northern Division trials 

at Carleton Place, taking 62 points; ONECC 

finished second with 35. ONECCôs Richer was 

the top individual paddler with wins in both the 

junior double-blade singles and the junior 

singles; with his teammates he came second in 

the senior fours and senior tandem. J. Ingramôs 

juvenile war canoe won its race but ONECC did 

not field a senior war canoe and Rideau won 

both senior war canoe races.154   

 

Lachine retained the CCA burgee at the 

Canadian championships held on Mooneyôs Bay 

on 6-7 August. The Eastern Division dominated 

the regatta, taking 80 out of 160 points. Most of 

the Northern Divisionôs points came from 

Sudbury. Sudburyôs Don Stringer won the 

senior singles championship for the third year in 

a row. Claude Dixon of Rideau won the quarter 

mile juvenile single and Norm Lane, also from 

Rideau, finished second in the 10,000 single-blade singles event. ONECC and CPCC failed to 

place.155  

 

CCA Championship, 1954 

Mooneyôs Bay 

 

  East North West MB 

Lachine  31 

Cartierville 21 

Toronto Island   20  

GTBC  18 

Balmy Beach   17 

Toronto Sailing   17 

Sudbury   13 

Radisson 8 

Rideau   7 

Winnipeg    6 

Chateauguay 5 

Quebec  3 

Otterburn 2 

CPCC   0 

Gananoque  0 

ONECC   0 

Divisions 80 20 54 6 
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A report in the Ottawa Journal in December notes that ONECC had a bowling league during the 

winter.156 

 

1955 - The club held its annual general meeting on 29 September 1954. Six new members 

joined the board, F.E. Budreo, Oliver Murphy, R.W. Sturgeon and Marguerite Pineau (all tennis 

players), Claude Richer (a paddler), and John Laplaine. Pineau was named secretary and Ruby 

Carr continued as treasurer. Reports from the various committees indicated that 1954 had been 

the most successful for a decade with many improvements to the clubhouse and to the tennis 

courts. The season ended with a closing dance on 2 October.157  

 

The ODLTA met on 22 April and elected Ken Martindale of Rideau as president; Bud Budreo, 

the chair of the playing committee, reported that participation in 1954 had been perhaps the 

highest in the history of the league. He also announced playersô rankings for the season: 

 

Men - 1. Hamilton Quain; 2.Rudi Mikoweta and Gerry Lafortune; 4. Jean Paquette; 5. Ken 

Martindale; 6, J.J. Sarra-Bournett; 7. John Blackburn; 8. Redmond Quain; 9. Pierre Valin; 10. 

Jack Habbishaw; Women ï 1.Carol Turcotte; 2. Mrs. Rose Fletcher; 3. Mrs. Janeth McKinley; 4. 

Mrs. Lorna Rice; 5. Margueritte Pineau; 6. Mrs. Ann Macklin; 7. Arlette Pelletier; 8. Pauline 

Gratton.158 

 

The ODLTA decided to return to a system of three divisions and early in June the Journal 

published the leagueôs organization and schedule:  

Section A ï Rideau Reds, Rideau Blues, Ottawa and ONECC; 

Section B ï Ottawa Whites, Elmdale, Ottawa Blues, Rideau, St. Josephôs, St. Charles, ONECC; 

Section C - Eastern Division ï ONECC Blues, St. Charles, St Josephôs, Ottawa Whites, St. 

James, Rideau;  

Section C -Western Division ï Elmdale, ONECC Reds, Britannia, Ottawa Blues, Experimental 

Farm; 

Junior division.159 

 

ONECC began inter-club play on 6 June when its C team (including J. Charlebois, J. Gagne, C. 

Lachaine, R. Lachaine, O. Murphy, O. Parisien, G. Robillard, and D. Slinn) defeated St. Charles, 

4-1.160 ONECCôs B team also won its opening match against St. Josephô 4-1. Over the season the 

B team included Janette Buchanan, Charles Cholette, Denis Delisle, Joan Heggtveit, Joan Hives, 

Hilde Klein, Connie and Ray Lachaine, Rick Marshall, Oliver Murphy, Marcel Ouellette, Ken 

Pealow, Matt Poray, Gene Robillard, and Mimi Seguin.161 At various times Janette Buchanan, 

Ann and Bud Budreo, Ruby Carr, Denis Delisle, Rick Marshall Bob Martin, Edith OôHalloran, 

Arlette Pelletier, Marguerite Pineau, Jules Quesnel, and J.J. Sarra-Bournett played for ONECCôs 

A team. Inter club play wound up at the end of August. The Rideau Reds won all of their 

matches in A Section and Ottawa won Section C.162  
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During June ONECC hosted the Civil 

Service RA Tennis Clubôs second annual 

tournament. A number of ONECC players 

ï C. Cholette, D. Delisle, H. Klein, R. 

Lachaine, Rick Marshall, M. Ouellette, Ken 

Pealow, Margueritte Pineau, and Bob 

Martin - participated but the results are not 

known.163 ONECC also hosted the ODLTA 

intermediate championships at the end of 

July. Sixteen year old Georgette Delacretaz 

of Cornwall defeated Janette Buchanan to 

win the womenôs title; Harold Lithwick 

defeated Jules Quesnel of ONECC to win 

the menôs singles.164 

 

ONECCôs own championships were played 

at the end of August. Jules Quesnel, who 

had been runner up in the city intermediate 

championship, won the menôs singles; Margueritte Pineau won ladies singles. Rick Marshall and 

Eugene Robillard won the menôs doubles and Pineau and Mrs. Budreo won the ladies doubles.165 

 

The Northern Division of the CCA met in Ottawa on 5 

March and re-elected John Muff as flag-officer; Jim 

Ingram of ONECC was elected assistant flag-officer. 

The division scheduled five regattas, not including the 

CCA regatta at Mooneyôs Bay on 5-6 August; 

Canadaôs Olympic paddlers were to be selected at the 

CCA regatta.166 By the end of May ONECC had a 

juvenile war canoe practising as well as a single-blade 

four and many kayaks. Cecil Powers was ONECCôs 

head coach. Rideau, which had bought a new war 

canoe, was not far behind in beginning practice.167 

Gananoque defeated Rideau in the first two regattas by 

48 to 47 and 49 to 45 points. In the second regatta, held 

at Mooneyôs Bay, ONECC came third with 20 points; 

N. Grant won the junior double-blade single and Andy 

Brunet and Harry Murphy won the junior double-blade 

tandem. ONECCôs war canoe with Bob Shea, captain, 

and Harry Murphy came second in the half mile race. 

In its report on the race, the Journal noted that 

although membership in paddling clubs was picking 

up, regattas were not ñdrawing any overwhelming 

crowds.ò168 On its home course, Gananoque won the 

third regatta of the season, taking 58.5 points to 

Rideausôs 44, ONECCôs 16.5, and CPCCôs 5. ONECC 

had two wins, the senior tandem (Richer and Smith) 

19.  Tennis Club Clinic, 1955.  Source: City of Ottawa 

Archives, CA033264-W. Andrews-Newton. 

20. ONECC Dance, 1954. Source: City of 

Ottawa Archives, CA004414-W 
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and the senior war canoe and one tie for first place ï the junior double-blade tandem in which 

Murphy and Brunet tied with Matthews and Gilbert of Gananoque. Gananoque went on to win 

the fourth regatta of the season although Rideau improved noticeably taking 56 points to 

Gananoqueôs 57.169 

 

The Northern Division Regatta 

was run on the ONECC course 

and, true to form, Gananoque won 

it by 59 points to Rideauôs 49. 

ONECC took 11 points and CPCC 

10. Both strong winds and a three 

mile an hour current made for 

slow times in the races and the 

half mile war canoe race had to be 

rerun after the Rideau boat 

collided with the Gananoque boat 

and was disqualified. Norm Grant 

finished second to Rideauôs 

Dawson McVeetors in the junior 

double-blade singles but 

McVeetors finished outside of the 

buoys and was disqualified giving 

Grant a first place finish. The 

Burghôs war canoes came second 

in both the half and mile races and 

third in the juvenile category.170  

 

The CCA championships were run on the 

Mooneyôs Bay Course on 5-6 August. About 400 

paddlers from 16 clubs took part in 21 events. 

Balmy Beach edged out Lachine by a single point. 

Don Stringer of Sudbury won his fourth senior 

singles title and Claude Dixon of Rideau won the 

juvenile singles title.171   

 

In the mid-1950s the club began to consider re-

organization. There may have been a move to 

incorporate ONECC as the Ottawa-New 

Edinburgh Canoe and Tennis Club Limited and to 

transfer ownership of the boathouse from the 

Ottawa New Edinburgh Clubhouse Company. In 

September of 1955 Henri St. Jacques, the president of the Clubhouse Company, sent a notice of a 

general meeting to the 131 shareholders (living and deceased) of the company. The agenda 

included electing a board of three directors, deciding whether or not to increase the board to five, 

appointing an auditor, and discussing whether the boathouse company and the canoe club should 

be merged. In the end, the board of the clubhouse company was left at three - President, Henri St. 

CCA Championships 1955 

Mooneyôs Bay 

 

  East North West MB 

Balmy Beach   34 

Lachine  33 

Toronto Sailing   19 

Sudbury   18 

Toronto Island   18 

GTBC  15 

Cartierville 13 

Gananoque  7 

Rideau   5 

Otterburn 3 

Winnipeg    2 

Chateauguay 1 

Division Total 70 30 71 2 

 

21. Paddlers at ONECC, 1955. Rideau, Gananoque, and ONECC 

colours. Source: City of Ottawa Archives, CA033655, Newton 

Collection. 
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Jacques; Secretary-Treasurer, Miss R. Carr; and Manager, V.K. Wagner. These three were also 

the commodore, vice-commodore, and treasurer of ONECC.172 Discussions about a possible re-

organization continued in 1956. V.K. Wagner asked A.H.M. Laidlaw how to transfer the assets 

of the incorporated clubhouse company to the operating company which he called the New 

Edinburgh Tennis Club. He noted that this would make the officers of the tennis club personally 

liable for the clubôs debts and suggested that one solution would be for the tennis club to sign a 

formal lease with the clubhouse company which would leave liability with the clubhouse 

company. At the time Wagner wrote there was only a verbal understanding between the 

clubhouse company and the club although the club had paid the premium on an insurance policy 

of $20,000 for the building.173 In the end no transfer was made and the clubhouse company 

continued to exist until 1965.  

 

The club was also considering providing, or expanding, facilities for members who owned power 

boats. In June it received permission from the Rockcliffe village council to install a gas pump at 

the end of a dock which extended 150 feet beyond the boathouse. The permission was subject to 

several conditions. It required permission from the Federal District Commission and from the 

Ottawa fire department and assurance from the club that fuel would only be sold to club 

members. There is no evidence that the club proceeded with the installation although there were 

a number of power boats moored at the club house by the 1960s.174  

 

In March of 1955 the Federal District Commission notified the club of plans to relocate the 

Rockcliffe Driveway. The rebuilt driveway would be slightly to the south of the existing road 

and would run over the bridle path. Seven tennis courts would have to be relocated while four 

existing asphalt courts, the southernmost ones numbered 8 to 11 could remain where they were. 

Four new courts, 4 to 7 would be put in directly to the east of 8 to 11 and three new courts, 1 to 3 

would be put in to the south of 5, 6, and 7. In September the FDC informed the club that the 

appropriation for the work had run out and it would not be necessary to disturb the tennis courts 

at that time. However the FDC would continue to grade and supply a base for the new courts and 

would provide quick drying material for the surface for when the existing courts had to be 

removed.175  The new ñen-tout-casò courts were built, in the new location, in 1956. The cost of 

the new courts is not known but the Rockcliffe club put in four similar courts at the same time at 

a cost of about $9000.176  
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22. Plan for the relocated driveway and tennis courts, 1955. Source: OA, Ottawa New Edinburgh, AO2010-

0016, MG29-8-1 

The club held its annual general meeting on 7 November 1955. V.K. Wagner, vice-commodore 

reported that membership was higher than it had been for many years. Ruby Carr reported that 

the year had been successful financially and had allowed the club to reduce its outstanding debt. 

Arlette Pelletier, tennis committee chair, reported that the instruction courses for new and junior 

members had been popular. Oliver Murphy reported a successful year for the canteen and R.E. 

Sturgeon said that the club had obtained a large new float which would be used to enlarge 

waterfront activities. This new float may be visible in the aerial photograph taken in July of 

1956. Henri St. Jacques was re-elected commodore for 1956 and seven new board members were 

elected. Five board members retired. Only one of the board members for 1956 was an active 

paddler ï Andre Brunet. Ruby Carr, F.E. Budreo, Oliver Murphy, Marcel Ouellete, and W.E. 

Sturgeon, were active tennis players.177 
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23. Aerial Photo taken 18 July 1956. The new tennis courts have not been built.  

Source: NAPL, Roll 15333/60. 

 

1956 - Table tennis had been one of the regular games which were played at ONECC when 

weather prohibited tennis. In the fall of 1955 the YMCA organized a table tennis league and 

ONECC entered a three person team. In May 1956 ONECC hosted the Eastern Ontario table 

tennis championships. Max Marinko of Toronto, and the Canadian champion, won the title. 

ONECC entered a team in the Ottawa league for the 1956-57 season.178  

In June the Ottawa Journal reported that there were 3000 active tennis players in Ottawa. Over 

the years there had been 38 tennis clubs in the city; the Ottawa Tennis and Law Bowling Club 

was the oldest and it and Rideau were the biggest clubs, followed by ONECC, Elmdale, St. 

Josephôs and Britannia. The Britannia club was a section of the yacht club. Clubs were social 

centres as well as sports centres ï a 1956 program for ONECC listed eight social, six tennis and 

two ping pong events.179  

ONECC opened its season with an open house and dance on 18 May and held a mid-summer 

formal dance in July. The club held a spring tennis tournament in early June. J.J. Sarra-Bournet 

won the menôs singles and, with Maurice Laflame, won the menôs doubles. M. Pineau won the 

womenôs singles.180 

ODLTA inter-club play ran from late-June to the end of August with three sections, A, B, and C. 

There were four teams in A - Rideau Reds and Blues, Ottawa, and ONECC; five teams in B - 

Elmdale, ONECC, Ottawa, Rideau, and St. Josephôs; and nine in C ï ONECC, Ottawa, St. 

James, St. Josephôs, and Rideau, in the eastern section, and Elmdale, Experimental Farm, 

ONECC, Wrightville, and YMCA in the western section.181 ONECCôs A team included Janette 

Buchanan, Ann Budreo, D. Delisle, Maurice Laflamme, O. Murphy, Marcel Ouellette, Arlette 

Pelletier, Margueritte Pineau, J.J. Sarra-Bournet, Keith Thebarge, and Edith Weatherhead.182 The 

B team included Jules Berthiaume. Janette Buchanan, C. Cholette, Denis Delisle,  George 



 

1942-1956   42  

 

Dobrodzicki, Denise Gravelle Joan Hives, Gil Leblanc, Carmen Maissoneuve, Oliver Murphy, 

Marcel Ouellette, Mat Poray, Ella Ritchie, Micheline Sincennes, and J. Strazak.183 Rideau won B 

section with St. Josephôs in second place and ONECC third.184 

 

24. Margueritte Pineau, left, gives tips to Jane Hammond, Jeannine Huttor, and Leo Bereza.  

Source: Ottawa Journal, 16 June 1956. ñ3000 players Keep in Trim on Ottawa Tennis Courts.ò 

 

In the city and district championships Margureritte Pineau defeated the top female players in the 

city to win the P.D. Ross Trophy; this was the first time an ONECC player had won the senior 

ODLTA championship since Lillian Wattsford in 1930.185 ONECC also did well in the ODLTA 

intermediate championships. The womenôs matches turned into an all Burgh final with Ella 

Ritchie defeating Janette Buchanan to take the singles titles and Ritchie and Buchanan defeating 

a Rideau team, Anne Heggtveit and Barbara Cotton, to take the intermediate womenôs doubles 

title. Eugene Robillard, playing for Rideau, won the menôs singles and, with Rick Marshall, the 

menôs doubles. Robillard also had an ONECC membership and he and Ritchie teamed up to 

defeat Marshall and Buchanan to take the intermediate mixed doubles championship.186 

 

ONECCôs club championships were held from the beginning of August to early September. 

Margueritte Pineau defeated Ella Ritchie (described as a newcomer) to win the womenôs singles. 

Gene Robillard defeated J.J. Sarra-Bournett to win the menôs singles ï Robillard was the city 

intermediate singles champion and the 1956 winner of the Masson cup ï Sarra-Bournett was the 

1953 winner of the Sir Percy Lake Trophy for the ODLTA menôs championship. Pineau and 

Denis Delisle defeated Robillard and Joan Hives to win the ONECC mixed doubles; the Journal   

report notes that Pineau and Delisle had also won the spring tournament ñmaking a play-off 

unnecessary.ò Michel Sauve and Joe Byrnes won the menôs doubles and Pineau and Ritchie won 

the womenôs doubles.187 
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Harold McCarney of Gananoque was elected flag officer of 

the Northern Division at its meeting in March. The meeting 

scheduled four regattas leading up to the Northern Division 

championships at Gananoque on 21 July. In May the CCA 

met in Montreal and elected John Muff of the CPCC as 

commodore. It also appointed Ken Strougler, commodore 

of the Rideau club, as manager of the Canadian Olympic 

paddling contingent. The CCA championships were set for 

3-4 August and the Olympic trials for 1 September; both 

events were to be held at Mooneyôs Bay. The meeting 

approved increasing the course length for senior single, 

tandem, and fours races from one-half mile to 1000 metres. 

It also approved the creation of an east coast division in 

recognition of an increase in interest in paddling in the 

Maritime Provinces.188  

The Rideau Canoe Club started its drills near the end of 

May and, although it had been fighting an uphill battle 

since the war, it believed that the prospects of Olympic 

competition would spur interest in paddling. Activity at 

ONECC was reported to be more limited. The first regatta 

was held at Carleton Place on 16 June and only two clubs 

attended. Rideau won with 60 points to CPCCôs 31. 

ONECCôs practices were said to have been hampered by 

high water and Gananoque had been unable to raise a 

juvenile contingent due to high school exams. Gananoqueôs 

problem does raise the issue that paddlingôs attempt to 

involve younger paddlers at the same time as it was 

attempting to extend the season into June posed conflicts 

for paddlers who were still in high school.189 Rideau swept 

the second regatta on its home course, taking 74.5 points; 

ONECC finished a distant second with 18. ONECCôs 

places included Norm Grant, 3rd, double-blade singles; 

Tom Jamiesonôs crew, senior fours, 3rd; John Steele and 

Chuck Banning, 3rd, junior tandem; Tom Jamiesonôs crew, 

juvenile war canoe, 1st; Ted Finnôs crew, juvenile fours, 1st; 

D. Hollingsworth and Jamieson, juvenile tandem, 2nd; 

Jamiesonôs crew, senior war canoe, 2nd; and D. Dagenais, 

junior fours, 2nd. .  ONECCôs junior fours, Don and Ron 

Dagenais, John Steele and Dave Collard, finished 2nd with ñprobably the slowest time on 

record.ò They capsized about 10 lengths from the finish line, swam their boat to the finish line, 

righted it and climbed in, after which it sank.190 

Rideau dominated the Northern Division throughout the season, taking more than half of the 

points in every regatta. Claude Dixon was Rideauôs leading scorer during the season but the club 

ñVictoria Yacht Club Trophyò 

for the winner of the grand 

aggregate in the Northern 

Division trials  ï 

1925  Rideau 

1926  Rideau 

1927  ONECC 

1928  ONECC 

1929  ONECC 

1930  Gananoque 

1931  Gananoque 

1932  Gananoque 

1933  Gananoque 

1934  Gananoque 

1935  Gananoque 

1936  Gananoque 

1937  ONECC 

1938  Carleton Place 

1939  Carleton Place 

1940 ONECC 

1941  ONECC 

1942-45 No competition 

1946 Carleton Place 

1947 Gananoque 

1948 Gananoque 

1949 Gananoque 

1950 Gananoque 

1951 Gananoque 

1952 Carleton Place 

1953 Rideau 

1954 Rideau 

1955 Gananoque 

1956 Rideau 

Ottawa Citizen, 23 July 1949. 

ñGananoque Club Wins 

Northern Division Regatta.ò 
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had a strong team including Norm Lane, Mike Scott, Glen Robb, and Pat Way. ONECC 

managed a second place finish in its own regatta but came last in the Northern Division  

 

25 ONECC Regatta, 14 July 1956. Probably Mel Stanzell, CPCC; Don Morrison, Rideau; John Cunningham, 

ONECC; J.D. 'Baldy' Welsh; Glenn Robb, Rideau; unidentified Gananoque paddler.  Source: City of Ottawa 

Archives, CA039549 

championships held at Gananoque, 21 July. ONECC won the juvenile war canoe race and had 

two third place finishes for a total of 7 points compared to Rideauôs 81. Rough water at 

Gananoque led to several capsizes including Rideauôs Mike Scott in the junior single-blade 

singles; Scott had won the event at least once during the season and ONECCôs J. Gagne, who 

came third at Gananoque, gave up his berth at the CCA championships to Scott. The win at 

Ganaoque gave Rideau the Victoria Yacht Club trophy for the third time in four years.191 
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The CCA championships were held at 

Mooneyôs Bay on 3-4 August. Toronto 

Island won the regatta, and the CCA 

burgee, with 33 points; Lachine came 

second and Balmy Beach third. The 

Eastern and Western divisions tied with 

69 points each. The Northern Division 

came third with Sudbury responsible 

for most of the divisionôs points despite 

a disappointing meet for Don Stringer.  

Rideau managed four third place 

finishes ï junior tandem, Dixon and 

Hadwen; junior double-blade single, 

1000 metre junior double-blade 

tandem, Morrison and Robb; juvenile 

tandem quarter mile, Hollingsworth 

and Waddington. CPCC took one 

second, the juvenile fours. The Mic 

Mac Club from Dartmouth made its first appearance at a CCA championship and took five 

points, winning the 1000 metre junior fours.192 

The CCA championships were followed by the North American championships at Lake Sebago, 

N.Y., on 19 August, and the Canadian Olympic qualifying round at Mooneyôs Bay on 26 August. 

At Lake Sebago, Canadians won 7 out of 8 events, paddling in single and tandem canoes and 

kayaks. Don Stringer won two, the 1000 metre and 10,000 metre singles.193 At the Olympic trials 

Toronto paddlers secured four places on the 9 man team, Montreal paddlers secured four, and 

Don Stringer of Sudbury took one. Stringer, who had held the Canadian singles title from 1952 

to 1955, was considered Canadaôs best Olympic paddling hope.194  

ONECC combined its annual closing dance with an old timersô reunion on 14 September; the 

intent was both to boost interest in paddling and to honour Ken Strougler who was preparing to 

leave for the Melbourne Olympics. The guests included a roster of former Ottawa paddlers 

Major Arthur A. Pinard had been a member of ONECC since 1890 and was captain of the 

Canadian champion war canoe in 1904. Frank Amyot was an Olympic gold medalist. Reg 

Gisborne had been captain of the ONECC war canoe which won the Canadian championship in 

1928 and 1929. Ernie Stitt and óBullô Brassington had been crew members in Gisborneôs canoe.  

Amyot, Fred óTrapperô Brown, Ken Strougler, and Johnny Veit were all pre-war paddlers who 

had revived the Rideau Canoe Club. Other old timers in attendance included Wally Sproule, 

Larry White, Newell Seanor, Ray Tubman, Bud Clark (president of the Canadian Amateur Ski 

Association), Rod óPorkyô Grant, John McTier, Jim Chambers, Ernie Tressider, Lou Bates, Jack 

Fraser, Bill Anderson, Ossie Short, Ham Lowrey and Gus Cooch, and Gus Strougler. Ken 

Strougler, commodore of the Rideau Canoe Club and manager of the Canadian Olympic 

Paddling team was given a travelling case in preparation for leaving for Melbourne. ONECCôs 

junior war canoe crew presented Tom Jamieson, paddling coach, and Jim Ingram and Ernie 

Raganold, officials, with silver mugs. The seasonôs successful tennis players, Marguerite Pineau, 

Gene Robillard, Ella Ritchie, Joe Byrnes, and Mike Ritchie were also honoured.195  

CCA Championship, 1956 

Mooneyôs Bay 

 

  East North West MB Atlantic 

Toronto Island   33 

Lachine  29 

Balmy Beach   19 

Sudbury   18 

Toronto Sailing   17 

Cartierville 13 

GTBC  13 

Chateauguay 7 

Dartmouth     5 

Radisson 5 

Rideau   4 

CPCC   2 

Otterburn 2 

Winnipeg    2 

Divisions 69 24 69 2 5 
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26 Presentation to Ken Strougler. Source: City of Ottawa Archives, CA040508-W 

In November 1956 the club signed a renewal of its lease. In most aspects the lease was the same 

as the one signed in 1936. The rental was $1 per year for the waterlot. The clubhouse company 

was not to build any structures on the property without the approval of the Federal District 

Commission and the existing building was not to be used as a ñPublic Hall.ò The clubôs purpose 

was identified as the ñencouragement of aquatic sports and entertainments and other activities in 

the clubhouse ñéas have been heretofore carried on therein.ò No mention was made of tennis 

and the tennis courts were not included in the description of the leased property. No liquor was to 

be brought on the property. Unlike the 1936 lease, this one was for only five years with an option 

for a five year extension. The lease could be cancelled on one monthôs notice.196 

The clubôs annual general meeting was held on 18 December. Only 22 of the clubôs 300 

members attended. Henri St. Jacques continued as commodore. V.K. Wagner retired and was 

replaced as vice-commodore by Luc Legault. F.E. Budreo was elected treasurer and Margueritte 

Pineau became secretary. Tennis was said to be growing tremendously and 1956 had been a very 

good year for ONECC. Margueritte Pineau won the ladies single senior city championship. Ella 

Ritchie won the intermediate ladies single championship and with Janet Buchanan won the ladies 

intermediate doubles. Gene Robillard won the Masson cup and the city intermediate title.197 
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In stark contrast to tennis, paddling at ONECC came to an end. By a vote of 13 to 5 the meeting 

decided to abandon competitive paddling. Luc Legault moved the motion to end paddling; 

although he had been a paddler, he argued that there was not enough interest to continue. Out of 

a membership of 300 there were only 25 paddlers and 21 of them were juveniles. Paddling was 

not paying its way. Ernie Raganold and Ron Dagenais spoke in favour of continuing paddling 

and, when the vote was lost, raised the possibility of moving the program and equipment to 

another club. There was also talk of selling the club boats which were estimated to be worth 

$4375 new although probably only a third as much second hand. They included two 12 (?) man 

war canoes ($1500 each), two four man boats ($400), one single ($250), one tandem kayak 

($175) and one single kayak ($150). A motion to change the name of the club to the Ottawa New 

Edinburgh Aquatic and Tennis Club was defeated.198  

The end of paddling at ONECC stirred remarkably little interest; Ray Kinsella of the Citizen 

suggested that in prosperous times there were enough alternatives to paddling which he 

suggested required a lot of energy and dedication.199 Bill Westwick of the Journal went over the 

long history of paddling in the club but recognized that ñThe game has slipped in popularity to 

the extent that now the Ottawa-New Edinburgh figures there is not enough interest to carry on 

this department of its activities.ò He ended with a story:200 
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